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ease which affected not alone this Union, but 
every country in the commercia! world. 

He was, however, willing \o approch any pro- 
posed healing measure witha view of candid ex- 
amination and fair consideration. And if what 
was contained in the report was indeed capable of 
addministering relief, he would be as willing as 
the Senator from Rhode Island, [Mr. Simmons,] 
or any other Senator, to seek for and find in it, 
some standing ground on which all could unite for 
the common good. If there was any principle in it, 
upon which all could unite, it was certainly more 
likely to be found through tne medium of the con- 
sideration and report of a committee than in dis- 
quisitions on the mere technicalities of the name to 
be given to the institution. It could tend to 
no good to dwell upon such technicalities, and 
he thought, therefgre, it would be much better to 
scrutinize the matter itself, with a view of dis- 
covering what there was in it that could be laid 
hold of as practical, and at the same time unob- 
jectionable. He cared not who were its parenis— 
whether it had six, or only one—but viewing the 
report which is now the subject of reference 
merely as a proposition to carry into effect impor- 
tant functions of Government—no matter from 
what source it came—it seemed to have in itself 
elements wholly irreconcilable with the constitu- 
tional functions of this Government. Who was 
the author of the plan, was a question, he cou- 
ceived, of no material importance, and he should 
therefore throw the subject of its origin out of eon- 
sideration. One Senator, indeed,had said that this plan 
originated ten years ago with the distinguished in- 
dividual then President, (General Jackson,) and 
that it had its birth in his Executive message of 
1830. An attempt has been made by some to 
render it odious oa that account, and by others io 
invite a favorable consideration “of the prevent 
measure. Wo person, he contended, can regard the 
Executive message of President Jackson, to wh:ch 
such reference is made, as sanctioning the princi- 
ples of this bill. The suzgesiions of that message 
were very different {rom the propositions here laid 
Jown, There was no pretence in that message to any 
right on the part of the Government to exercise a 
power over the private exchanges of the country, or 
the private deposites of individua's. It only meant 
to exercise control over the public funds whew that 
exercise comported with the powers of the General 
Government. But no gentleman of candor would 
contend that General Jackson’s message intended 
to Convey any idea that he would sanction the ex- 
ercise on the part of the General Government of 
any control over the private business or money 
iransactions of individua's. His suggestions, and 
those of the bill now under consideration, differed 
widely indeed. This bill proposes that Govern- 
ment shall furnish the United States with a paper 
currency. He denounced any scheme for issuing 
a Government paper currency. This proposes 
that the Government shall deal in private exchange . 
He (Gen.Jackson) disclaimed any power to apply the 
public money to any such uss. Strip this bill of 
its exchange clause, and of the clause authorizing 
an issue of paper currency, and what would it be 
but what most gentlemen present wonld agree to 
accept, as far as it went, a proposition to exerci 
tke constitutional powers to safely keep and dis- 
burse the revenues of the Government? 

Ii was also said that this plan originated in a re- 
port from the Treasvry Departinentin 1837. There 
was not theslightest resemblance between the sug- 
gestions of that report and the propositions of this 
measure. So far from sanctioning the idea of the 
Government dealing in exchanges, that report re- 
pudiates, in-the most express and uneqaivocal 
terms, any application of the public funds to other 
purposes than those of the @Overnment itself. And 
with respect to curreacy, the idea that any species 
of currency should be created even as Treasury 
notes, by the General Government, not based, do - 
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lar for dollar, on gold and silver, never was in- 
tended, nor could it be deduced frcm that report. 

It was also asserted that the main principles of 
this plan were shadowed forth by a distinguished 
Senator from Seuth Carolina, [Mr. Catroun,] in 
1836-37. But it was not pretended that that dis- 
tinguished Senator had then said any thing 
in favor of the right of the General Government 
to deal in private exchanges. The Senator from 
South Carolina was present, however, and would, 
no doubt, at the proper time, give his views on cur- 
rency, and state what he then and now thought 
on that subject. He (Mr. W.) would not, 
at this time, enter upon a discussion of any thing 
but the report and the bill under consideration. 
And, in relation to these, it was said at the outset 
by his friend from Pennsylvania [Mr. Bucnanan] 
and what he said was concurred in by others who 
followed in debate, that this project was nothing 
but a great Government Bank, suppied with 


means by the Government, and ‘controled 
by the Government. So far from question- 
ing the definitions given on the other side, he 


concurred in the general views expressed by those 
Senators as to the banking features of the mea- 
sure. But, at the same time that he conceded this, 
he felt bound to say that he should not be deterred 
from adopting any. sound and constitutional plan 
for the receiving, safekeeping, and disbursing of the 
public money, merely because it had attached to 
it the name of a bank, any more than he would 
if it was designated by another name. 

The bill proposed, first, a system for keeping the 
public money. It next proposed a system of ex- 
changes; and next to create a public paper cur- 
rency. But under all this there is a fourth system 
concealed and kept out of view, but no less a part 
of the whole plan—a system of borrowing money— 
a system by which the proposed Board of Ex- 
cheqner can effecta loan of ten millions in the 
first instance by an issue of Treasury notes, and 
five millions afterwards by an is:ue of serip. So 
that, in fact, there is in this project an assumed pow- 
er to keep and disburse the pnblic money—to deal 
in private exchanges with that public money—to 
receive and keep private money on deposite,or hav- 
ing received it, and owing it to individuals,to issue 
three times its amount as a paper currency; and, 
in the fourth place, to borrow fifteen millions of dol- 
lars. Here, then, were four colossal powers. 
With regard to the first, although he might have 
differed from some of his friends in 1837, it was 
on what he conceived good grounds, and on those 
grounds he wasin favor of scparating the power 
of the custody of the public money from any 
pessible connection with the currency of 
the country. He was.then, and he still 
remained, in favor of a plan indisputably 
constitutional and safe from contact with the cur- 
rency—that of an Independent Treasury. And had 
the act of 1837 been confined to those legitimate 
functions, it would now stand on the statute book 
unrepealed. But the hue and cry was raised 
azainst it, and it was made so unpopular that it 
was repealed, on account of the very features to 
which he had at first objected. 

Now, as far as the mere receiving, safekeeping 
and disbursing of the public money go, the plan 
under consideration is in accordance with the In- 
dependent Treasury system, which the gentlemen, 
who have the majority in Congress, repealed last 
session—he would not say whether wisely or not. 
He had the same faith in that plan now that he had 
in 1837, and he believed it was the only true and 
safe system that could be devised. He regretted 
its repeal at all, and parlicularly that it was repeal- 
ed without enacting some Jaw equally constitution- 
al as a substitute. Heconld not hope, he feared, 
that the act repealed last session would be rein- 
stated on the statute book. He opposed its repeal 
then, because he knew that it ought not to be re- 
pealed without a constitutional substitute was 
ready to take its place, 
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A false issue had been got up on the pretence 
that the various interests of the industrious classes 
of the community were affected by the manner of 
keeping and disbursing the public money. It is 
merely a political question. The manner of keep- 
ing the pub!ic money has nothing to do with the 
agricultural interest, or the manufacturing interest of 
the country, exceptin the relation which the whole 
community bears to the faithful exercise of a trust 
given to the General Government. He was in fa- 
vor of doing something, as suggested by the Sena- 
tor from Rhode Island—of arranging, if it can be 
agreed upon, those provisions of the proposed bill 
on the great principles of the act of 1789. Not be- 
cause he believed that under that act the Execu- 
tive, at any time, or even now, could take a dollar 
out of the Treasury not appropriated by law ; 
for he considered this thing of the enion ot 
the purse and the sword, which was dwelt 


upon so universally by political oraters, was 
merely theoretical and not practical. No 
President can extract a dollar, or even the 


value of a pin from the Treasury, without a legal 
authority to do it. It was not the mere custody of 
the money that constituted the real union of the 
purse and the sword; it was the power of the Execu- 
tive over banks having possession of the public money 
—and the act of 1836 gave nosuch power to the Exe 
ecutive; but the bill before the Senate cert inly 
did. He had no belief that the committee to whom 
this bill might be referred would recommend a re- 
enactment of the law of 1836. And he could not 
help regarding the proposition to create a Board of 
Exchequer, with from cne to two hundred oflicers, 
and having agencie: in every State, as an alarm- 
ing increase of the Government paronage. If any 
plan could be reported back from the commitiee as 
simple as the plan of 1836, and free from its imper- 
fections, it would be desirable; ' 
a restoration of the Independent Treasury. ‘Phese 
things, perhaps, were hardly to be exp ced from 
the commitiee; and therefore he anticipated no 
result from the report which may be made. 
The gentlemen on the opprsite side, no doubt 
conscientiously, believed a Bank of the United 
States constitutiona!. He and his friends bes 
lieved it was not. The gentleman cpporsite had 
no seruples—no doubt of the constitutionality of 
an Independent Treasury. ife and his fricnds 
stood by it as the only constitutional measure for 
the fiscal operations of the Government. No sa 
crifice of conscientious scruples was required from 
the other side to adopt that measure; br Ipera- 

le objections existed on the part of himself and 
his friends toa National Bank. It was evident, 
therefore, that concession should come fiom the 
opposite side, because nothing would be sacrificed 
hy it. The Senator from Ehode Island [Mr. 
mons] had inferred from the clause in the Con- 
stitution giving power to the General Go- 
vernment to regulate commerce, that it included 
the power to regulate exchanges and currency. 
This, he (Mr. W.) denied. He denied that any 
such principle had ever been acted upon by even 
the most de-polic Governments of the old world. 
And as long as the project submitted to Congress 
contains this feature of assuming a power tn the 
Government to deal in priva'e exchanges 
ed nothing could be done. [tk 
utterly unconstitutional, that it cculd not receive, 
under any modification, his support. It was con- 
sidered so dangereus and unconstitetional, that the 
convention which framed the Constitution not cnly 


ut he would prefer 


Sim- 


, he fear- 


was a propo: ition <o 


would not recognise the principle, but expressly 

repu ated it, even as regarded foreign exchanges. 
5 , 

Was it ever before heard that the clause in the 


Constitution to regalatecommerce meant the deal- 
ing in exchanges with the public money; and that 
buying and selling of private bills of exchange was 
meant by the power to regulate the commercial 
intercourse with the States?) It wasa monstrous 
interpretation, and in his view, and that of his 
friends, wholly untenable and unconstitutional. It 
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might as well be said that the clause to regulate 
commerce empowered the General Government 
to take the tonnage of commerce into his own 
hands—to regulate manufactures, to take the busi- 
ness of manufacturizg into its own hands—and 
the power to regulate agriculture was a power to 
send officers to take hold of the plough and calti- 
vate the Jand. 

[t is supposed fifteen or twenty millions must 
be appropriated to the buying of exebanges; but it 
is proposed to sell as well as to buy, and in this 
way the amount may be considered unlimited. 
Now without dwelling on the obvious unconstitu- 
tionality of this point, he would advert a moment 
to its inexpediency. What general good could be 
effected by this dealing in exchanges with the pub- 
lic funds? And here he would claim the atten- 
tion of the Seaator from Kentucky to the expedi- 
ency of the proposition, even if the Government 
had the power. Suppose, under this bill, the ex- 
changes should not exceed two per cent —or that 
of the mere cost of transmitting specie: itis thought 
this would be a great gain; and in this way the 
country would be relieved. Now, he would turn 
to a New York paper, quoting the present rates of 
exchange, and it would be seenthat the exchange 
between St. Louis and New York at the pre- 
sent moment is Jess than two per centum. [Mr. 
Benton remarked that this morning the quo- 
tation was one andahalf per cent.) Yes: only 
one and a half per cent. Where then would be the 
gain? And yet it was urged that the West is pa- 
ralyzed by a ruinous excuange. No doubt the 
exchange value of irredeemable bark paper, con- 
trasted with specie, was large—particularly on such 
a cuirency as Wild Cat money. But there was no 
excessive exchange On specie, or bank paper truly re- 
presenting specie. The only real exchange thai ex- 
isted was the cost of tranymiliting specie. he 
great fallacy consisted in supposing the paper 
money of suspended banks,of the same value as spe- 
cie. “Specie could be transported from. New Or- 
leans to New York for less than two per cent. and 
the cost of transmission was the only true basis for 
ascerlajning the raie of exchanges. At present, 
the rate of exchange between Charleston, Augusta, 
and NewYork,was nothing onspecie So it would be 
with the Western States if their Legislatures did their 
daty and compelied their lccal banks to pay specie. 
So it is, in fact, when specie is the basis of ex- 
change; it is only on non-specie paying bank mo- 
ney that five or seven per cent. exchange is de- 
manded in the Western States. A National Bank 
did nothing to regulate such exchanges. Ex- 
changes were lower now at many points than they 
were when the United States Bankr was in fu!l ope- 
ration, as cou'd be seen by the tables before Con- 
gress. A Niticnal Bank would not relieve the 
country irom ‘he exchanges on depreciated paner 
currency; nor would the bill now proposed, if en 
acted, aiford the relief anticipated. If the Board 
of Exchequer, through its agencies, were to ceal 
in exchanges to the amount of thirty, filty, or 
even one hundred millions—thouch this could not 
be, without an explosion of the institution within 
six months—it would benefit none but speculators, 
mammoth corporations, and favorite politicians. 
The exchanges of the whole community do not 
fall short of five hundred millions; and the 
dred millions ef this institution would only reach 
to one-fifth of the exchange bus} : 
the community would then be 
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hun. 


ness. 


benefited by ex- 


changes at less than two per cent ;"but it would be 
at the expense of the four-filibs which would he 
*xcluded, and which, in conse juence of this in- 


terference, and preference to the tavored few would 





have to pay higher rates of exchange than before. 
"This was a principle of the | whieh he could not 
consent to in any p ib'e compromise Bat with 


repard to anolher feature of ihe measn *, he w vid 
go as far as the Senator from Virginia [Mr. 
Rives] to effect something for the relief of the 
country, if it could be pointed out thatit would 


effect relief, and that it could be done constitu- 


tional’ y. But that Senator surely wou'd not 
educaied as he was at the feet of Gamaliel, re- 
guire that he (Mr. W.) and his friends should 
sacrifice their constitational scruples fer the mere 
sake «cf aciion. The Senator is notin favor of the 
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One-tifth of 
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“do nothing” policy. It might be inferred 
that he was in favor of doing everything 
sooner than do nothing. But he (Mr. Woop- 
pury) had aright also to his opinion, which was, 
that although willing and ready to do what can 
be done constitutionally, he would prefer doing 
nothing to doing that which he felt conscious was 
not only unconstitutional but inexpedient. <A 
man whom his State (New Hampshire) had 
always honored (Mr. Langdon) had said in the Con- 
vention that he would rather reject the whole Con- 
stitution than insert the three words “and emit bills.” 
Oiher intelligent men and undoubted patriots, held 
the same opinion. Mr. Madison did not believe 
that Treasury notes could be issued as a paper 
currency. What was Siay’s rebellion in Massa- 
chusetts, but a rebellion to relieve the people by an 
issue of paper money? It was put down, as all 
such rebellions should be, and must be put down, 
under the Constitution of his country. In any 
sudden crisis, this paper currency could not stand 
six weeks. Even the power to issue certificates of 
deposite, as proposed in this-bill, if constitutional, 
could not effect any good; for, suppose with five 
millions of deposites, an issue of three times the 
amount, or fifteen millions, is made, what would be 
the inevitable effect? In the event of a panic—from 
sudden war or other causes—how could these cer- 
tificates for fifteen millions be redeemed? The first 
claimants for tive millions wonld take all the 
specie; or suppose they only took half of it, there 
would then be left only two and a half millions of 
specie to redeem twelve and a half millions of cer- 
tificates of deposites. But if itwasa great panic 
ihe whole of the specie would be taken, and 
nothing left to redeem the ten millions outstanding. 
This Exchequer Institution would then be as 
complete a rag paper bank as any ever established 
on Owl creek, or elsewhere. There was no fancy 
in this; it was all fact: it wou'd have been the effect 
reiterated half a dozea times within the last half 
dozen years, if this plan had been in existence 
as a Government institution. But the redemption 
of certificates of deposite was not all; the Treasury 
notes would have to be redeemed. It might be 


asked how the United S'ates Bank got along. 


lt was often reduced to a_ dilemma, and 
it was only by transporting specie from 
the West over the mountains, by forced 
marches, that it saved itcelf from disgrace. 
It was by a few wagon loads of silver from 
the West, when she had not one hundred then- 


sand dellars of specie in her vaults, that in 1819 
and 1821 she was kept fromm suspension. Similar 
transportations of silver would have to be made 
from distant ag ne! under this bil!, or the pro- 
posed institution could not exist twelve months. 
Now, to transmit specie, or sustain exchanges en 
a specie basis, it was not necessary to have this 
Exehequer Board at all. Kentuek: { not lose 
half a million of dollars, or the 


States, 1 yesterday, four 


won 
eight Western 


mentions millions in exe 


changes, if Kentucky, and her sister Siates of the 
West, would cease theirbanks to preserve a sound 
and redeemable Srate curreney. Bat the report 


now under discussion says the proposed scheme 
would prevent over issues and expansions. If this 
was net sograve and important a subject, the as- 
nid provoke lauchter. The pri DOSi- 
to issne three dollars of paper for one of 
auits of the institution—or an ex- 
pansion of two hi Now the Usited 
States Bank, in i's greatest glory, never attempted 
an expansion beyond fifty percent. Itdid ononece- 
casion expand,insix months,itse'reulation from six- 
teen rolilions to twenty-four millions; but that was 
lypercent. This institution may, however, at 
,expand Wwo hundred per cent. And this 
he propositisn to prevent expansion. Money 
issued on the principles laid down would soon beas 


valucless as tt 


sumption WwW 
tion is 


specie in the v 





fred per cent. 


only fi 
any time 


was ! 


1¢ continental money once was, Whena 
thousand dollars of it would not purchase a breakfast. 
He did not aeree with gentlemen as to the necessity 
fora all, issued by the Govern- 
ment. Commercial men and travelling men needed 
paper money, and should have it; but they can 
have it in bills of exchange, furnished by the busi- 
ness of the country, and through the ordinary 


paper currency at 





{| 








as good a currency for itself as the Qo- 
vernment can make. This was true, and it 
only required the proper action of State Legisla- 
tures, and the subjection of local banks to the 
operation of a Bankrupt law, to make some State 
currency good all over the Union. Commerce was 
the basis of papercurrency, and a sound and pro- 
per currency of this kind would be at par in 
all commercial cities. Any State could make 
as good a Board of Exchequer as the General Go- 
vernment. Could not New York do it? What 
occasion was there, then. for the General Govern- 
ment to meddle with the currency? Congress 
should not tamper with it. It should be let 
to take care of itself. The General Government 
was, he considered, restricted from this intermed- 
dling. It was under no obligation to interfere, and 
ought not to interfere, unless pewer to do so 
isexplicitly given. Audif there was a power to 
issue a Government paper currency, it surely 
should be confined to an issue of dollar for 
dollar of specie. He had said so in the re- 
port of 1837, to which allusion had _ before 
been made. But if paper currency ever should 
be issued by the Government, she institution 
issuing it ought not to have the powervf discount- 
ing the promisory notes of individuals, or of deal- 
ing in private exchanges. In this he agreed with 
the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Rives.] But the 
whole plan was based on fallacious assumptions. 
It was snpposed that five millions of scrip could 
be sold to redeem the issues. The loan authorized 
Jazt session cannot be sold now, and how could five 
millions of scrip be sold to redeem Government 
paper money in an emergency forcing back the Go- 
vernmentcurrency? Fiiteen millions, however, are 
to be issued, not bearing interest, end that is to be 
a great saving to the community. This was ano- 
ther fallacy. First, that the community would 
benefit by it; and next, that the issue would stay 
out without bearing interest. Treasury notes now 
issued, and bearing the high interest of six per cent. 
are below par, because there is not specie 
enough to redeem them. It really seemed as if 
gentlemen were disposed to realize the dreams of 
the Arabian Nights, so visionary was the plaa pro- 
posed, and so wild the anticipation of its resultss 
He did not, in saying this, stand there merely to 
oppose every thing offered, and yet propose nothing 
as asubsiitate. He was wiling to show his hands 
and avow what he did approve, as well as to 
take exception to what he could notsanction. He 
had stated his objections to this plan; he would now 
state what he thought ought to be done. His first 
substiinte was that of an Independent Treasury. 
To that they should come at last. Bui if the resto- 
ration of the Intependent Treasury act could 
not now be effected, he was willing to accept 
of co much of tt lan as could be confined 
9 ‘he same constitalional tunctioas, There was 
no other mode but the pet bank system or an Inde- 
penden Treasury—excep! a National Bank, to 
which he never could agree. If the pet bank sys- 
tem was the best, there was no occasion for any 
new plan, as, under the act of 1789, it was now in 
operation. 

‘He could not conciude without expressing the 
sympathy he felt for ithe President of the United 


1e present; 


States and his Cabinet. Congress had prema- 
turely repealed the Independent Treasury. Two 
bani bills were forced upon him, which, 


on censtitntional grounds, and as the guardian of 
the Constitution, he had felt it necessary to veto. 
He was like 2 man called upon to swim with both 
his hands ted. One was tied by the repeal of the 
Independent Treasury—the other by the Constitn- 
tion, as toa Nationa! Bank. He could not re- 
commend the one nr the other ef the systems de- 
manded. And thns surrounded with embarrass- 
ments, he, (Mr. W.) felt for him in his present po- 
sition, 

He might be arked for his remedy to regulate 
exchanges. I! was very simple: it was this. Look 
for the causes of derangement, and they would be 
found in overtrading and inordinate expan- 
and speculation. Let the States re- 
form the habits of their people, and regu- 
late their banks on sound principles, and the 


sions 


channels of business. Any State can hoge \ exchanges and currency of the country would be 
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speedily adjusted. Then would there be tno ex- 
changes to pay but the cost of transporting specie 
from one point of the Union to another. - Gold 
and silver could now be transported for one quarter 
less than in 1837. He had had $20,000 
and $30,000 brought in trunks from Indiana in 
1837, without any expense, while at the head 
of the Treasury Department. For acurrency, he 
would have no National Bank at all, and Mr. 
Appleton agreed with him that none was necessary 
if the States would but do their duty. Until the 
States made a good local currency for themselves 
and their own people, all plans of regulating cur- 
rency and exchanges by the General Government 
would be futile. If asked what he wou!d do 
with the proposition to borrow money, em- 
bodied in this plan, he would say that he would 
have nothing todo with it, It was pot necessary 
to borrow money for the Government in time of 
peace. When the late Administration closed, 
there was but a temporary debt of five and a half 
millions of dollars. He did not say this to create 
crimination or recrimination, but such was the fact. 
By the plan proposed, it would begin the year 
with a debt of twenty millions, and end 
the year with one of thirty-five millions of 
dollars. The country would be placed in 
the condition of increasing this debt at the 
rate of six millions a year after the present 
year. To remedy all this, his plan would have 
been to reduce the expenditures of the Govern- 
ment, for the present year, to eighteen millions of 
dollars, by reducing estimates and appropriations 
to that amount. The expenditures of the past 
year should not have exceeded twenty mil- 
lions, and would not but for the extra ses- 
sion. He would restore to the Treasury the 
income from the public lands, which should 
have exceeded three millions, and ought, if 
the lands were properly brought into market, 
to yield four millions. [It would be necessary to 
begin by repealing the Distribution act of that ses- 
sion. It will be in vain to extend the term of 
Joans, or to issue new Treasury notes; for capital- 
is's will not take them. Six per cent. interest wil 
be succeeded by seven per cent. and that by eight— 
but they will not be taken. Seven per cent. is al- 
ready proposed. It is useless. The next step will 
be direct taxes, or stamp acts, or excise and whis- 
key insurrections. The end of all this it requires 
no prophet to foresee. He did not say these things 
fs an alarmist: he was not one. He had but 
spoken his mind, as prompted by a deep sense of 
his duty to the country, on the present occasion. 

Mr. EVANS obtained the floor, and said, if there 
wes any wish to take the question this evening, he 
would proceed with his remarks; but yielded the 
floor to 

Mr. PRESTON, on whose motion the Senate 
ac journed till Monday next. 











HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, January 6, 1842. 

Mr. COOPER of Pennsylvania desired leave, 
whieh was granted, to present testimony in relation 
'o0 acertain claim (ihe character of which was not 
understood) now pending before the Committee 
of Claims. Tne paper was referred to that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. DEAN of Ohio asked leave to present a pe- 
tition. 

Mr. L. W. ANDREWS objected to its reeep- 
tion, and called for the orders of the day. 

The SPEAKER said reports from committees 
were in order. 

After some conversation between Messrs. Dean 
and L. W. Anprews, 

Mr. DEAN moved to suspend the rules, for the 
purpose of presenting the petition; but modified the 
motion, at the suggestion of Mr. Goacin, so as 
to suspend the rules tor the general reception of pe- 
titions. 

Mr. MORRIS inquired of the Speaker what was 
the regular business. 

The, SPEAKER replied that reports from com- 
mittees were first in order. 

The motion to suspend the rules was then taken, 
and resulted thus: Yeas 100, nays 52, 


| 
| 
| 
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| Thus two-thirds not voting in the affirmative, the 
| rules were not suspended. 
| Mr. TOMLINSON, of New York, asked to be 
| excused from further service on the Committee on 
Expenditures in the War Department, alleging as 
a reason, the arduousness of bis labors on the Com* 
mittee of Claims. The request was granted by the 
| House. 
| The report from the Committee on the Expen- 
| ditures of the House, made yesterday, now coming 
| up, its consideration was, on motion of Mr. Briaas, 
| posponed until Tuesday next. 
| REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES. 

The committees were then called in their order 
for reports, which were made as follows: 


|| By Mr, FILLMORE, from the Committee of 


| Ways and Means, the following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill autho- 


rizing appropriations for such necessary objects as have been 
usually included in the general appropriations, and which are 
Withcut authority oflaw. 


Which having been read by the Clerk— 

Mr. FILLMORK, in answer to an inquiry, not 
heard, from Mr. Prorrit, said that the Committee 
| of Ways and Means, in the investigation of the 
subjects of appropriation usually made, had disco- 
vered that a great many appropriations had been 
made for sevéral years without the authority of 
law—app:opriations for pay of cflicers, messengers, 
and other objects, some of which were necessary; 
and rather than continue this incorrect mode of 
business, the committee asked a bill legalizing such 
of the appropriations as are necessary, anc strik- 
ing out the others. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON made an inquiry which 
was supposed to be as to the nature of the resolu- 
tion; in reply to which ? 


|| Mr. FILLMORE said the object of the resolu- 


tion was to give the committee authority to include 
in the appropriation bills appropriations for the 
objects now authorized by law, and which were 
necessary. 

The question was then taken, and the resolution 
adopted without a division. 

Mr. GIDDINGS, from the Committee of Claims, 
made unfavorable reports on the casesof John 
Trafion, James Williams, Ransom Easton, and 
Sarah A. Easton, representatives of Captain 
R. D. Richardson, David Bartlett, and Thomas A. 
Russell; which, on his motion, were ordered to lie 

/ on the table and be printed, 
| Mr. HALL of Vermont, from the Committee 
on Revolutionary Ciaims, made unfavorable re- 


|; ports on the cases of John Campbell and William 


i; seven years’ half-pay due on account of the Re- 


| Lewis; which, on his motion, were laid on the table, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a motion that the committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petitions of 
Daniel Westfall and James Phelps, and that they 
be referred to the Committee of Claims; which 
was carried. 

Mr. T. J. CAMPBELL, from the same com- 
mittee, reported a bill authorizing the payment of 


volutionary services of Francis Eppes, deceased. 


|| Mr. JAMES of Pennsylvania, from the same 


committee, reported a billto authorize the pay- 
ment of seven years’ half-pay due on the account 
of the Revolutionary serzices of Captain William 


| wall 
\| Kelly. 


|| cretary of the Treasury thereon, bs 


| Both which bills were twice read, referred to the 
| Committee of the Whole on the State of the 
Union, and ordered to be printed, and made the or- 
der of the day for to-morrow. 

Mr. WASHINGTON, from the same commit- 
tee, made unfavorabie reports on the cases of Na- 
than Williams and Sclomon Lee; which were laid 
on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. MOORE of Louisiana, from the Committee 
on Private Land Claims, reported the following re- 
solution, which was adopted: 






Resolved, That the reportof the Register and Receiver of 
the Land Office at Opelousas, under the act approved February 
6, 1335 led “An act for the final adjustment of land claims 
in the State of Lousiana, together with the report of the Solici- 
tor and Commissioner of the General Land Otficeand the Se- 


printed 

A'lso,a motion that the Committee on Private 
Land Claims be discharged from the further consi- 
ceration of the case of Marcus Paulding, and its 





| 
| 
| 
| 





| offer this resolution. fi 
| land (Mr. W. C. Jonnson] had said, if the resolu- 
| tion were modified so thata select committee on 
| this subject should be appoinied,he would go for 
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reference to the Committee on Invalid Pensions; 
also from the memorial of the Legislature of the 
Territory of Florida, in favor of pre-emption to 
settlers whose improvements have been covered by 
Spanish grants, &c., and that it be referred to the 
Committee on Public Lands; which motions were 
carried. 

Also, the following resolution; which was re- 


| ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads: 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 


Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of altering 


the rates of postage charged on steamboat postage 


Mr. SALTONSTALL, from the Committee on 
Manufactures, reported the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Manufactures be autho 


rized to send for witnesses to take testimony on the subject of 
| the present tariff laws, their operation upon the interests of ihe 
| country, and the alteration which those interests may require 


The resolution bering been read by the Cleric, 
Mr. W. COST HANSON said, if the gentle- 


man would so modify it as to provide for the ap- 


pointment of a select committee, he would vote for 
it. 
Mr. SALTONSTALL said be would briefly 
state the reasons which induced the committee to 
The gentleman from Mary- 


it. He (Mr. 8.) presumed that the Committee on 
Manufactures could as well attend to this subject, 
as they bad to act on it, as any select committee. 
In his opinion, it was absolutely necessary that this 
authority should be given to them; otherwise, they 
could not ¢o on understandingly, and act on this 
subject; which had, after a leng debate, been re- 
ferred to ihe, viz: that part cf the President's 
message which relates to discrimina'ing duties and 
domestic manufactures. The operation of the ta- 
riff laws on the manufacturing interest», and, of 
course, as trey are all connected, on the, other 
great interests ef the country, was a subject on 
which not a member of the commiitee was satis- 
fied that he could act understandingly. He need 
not remark to the House that it «as impossible to 
touch the tariff laws without affecting the great in- 
terests of the ccuntry—all of them. That some 
legislation was necessaly, there could be no ques- 
tion at all. If it was not necessary for revenue, 
ithad become so by the very terms of the compro- 
mise act. It would be exceedingly questionable 
whether any duty atall could be ccliected, unless 
this House should legislate on the subject, before 
the Ist of July nex'; and this information was 
equally necessary, whether in relation to the reve- 
nue or to the protection of the great interests of the 
country. There could be no question that it was 
necessary to alter the tariff laws merely for the 
purpose of revenue; and information was the first 
thing necessary. If they were going to touch the 
tariff laws, it was necessary to understand the ope- 
ration of them on the agricultural, the manufac- 
turing, and all the interests of the country, be- 
cause they were all connected. It was impossible 


| to attend to the subject of the tariff without look- 


ing into the operation of the laws on all the great 
interests of the country. 

Information should be had, and how it should 
be obtaincd was the question. There were cui; 
three modes in which it could be cbtained, viz: by 
the correspondence of members of the committee, 
by testimony taken under deposition, or by the ac- 
tual examination of witnesses before the commit- 
tee. Letuslicek into these modes, and see whe- 
ther there was any Coubt that the best mode was to 
call before the committee practical, in‘eliigent men, 
acquainted with the different interests 'o be affect- 
ed by the change of the eompromise law. 

Mr. GORDON irquired if the gentleman was 
in order? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. He 
understood that the gentleman had reported this 
resolution from the Committee cn Manufacinres 
by their erder, and the gent!eman’s remarks were 
in order. <<" 

Mr. SALSTONSTALL said he would detain 
the House but a moment longer. Fle spoke but 


seldom, and then he endeavored to confine his re- 
marks strictly to the limits of order. He was avoat 





~ 








he 
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examining the mode of obtaining information by 
correspondence. If this was adopted, when the 
information came it was under no sanction what- 
ever; although the individual to whom the letter 
was directed, and all acquainted with the writer oi 
the letter, might be satisfied as to the correctness of 
the information, yet would it satisfy the House? 
Would it be information on which the commitiee 
could base a repori, and bring a bill into this 
House of so importanta nature? It would not be 
satisfactory. The only remaining mode was by 
takiug depositions, by sending cut inquiries, by in- 
terrogatories to be framed by the committee, and 
when these were answered, the very answers would 
suggest the idea of other questions which they 
would wish to make. The most satisfactory mode 
of obtaining evirence of the highest nature was 
always by the examination of witnesses. 

The only objection to this mode was the ex- 
pense. It would not lead to agreatexpense. There 
was no necessity for the examination of a great 
many witnesses; but one or two, in all probabili- 
ty, we pale be necessary. If the committee found 
it necessary to examine twelve, fifteen, or twenty 
Witnesses, the expense would be trifling—trifling 
indeed, compared with the infinite importance ot 
the subject to which it relates. One month of the 
se‘sion had already gone by, and this bill ought to 
be reported with all promptness; there ought to be 
no delay on the subject. The committee had no 
disposition to summon a regiment of witnesses 
They wanted information to satisfy their own 
minds. There was no member on the committee 
who felt that he possessed sufficient information to 
go on ard deal with this important subject. This 
course was not wilhout precedent. In 1827 the 
Committee on Manufactures were authorized to 
send for persons and papers. He would only add, 
that in the opinion of the majority of the commit- 
ice jt was almost indispensable that the power 
sought®by the resolu ion shou d be granted. 

Mr. W. is JOHNSON observed that what 
had now taken place was precisely that course of 
things which he had fore-eenand predicted when 
the reference of this whole tariff subject was made 
to the Committee on Manufactures; it was urged 
asa reason for making tuat reference that _ 
Commitiee on Manufactures was the appro} 
committee to whoin the subject rightfully b lon ge 
they were gentlemen. perfectly tamiliar with the 
whole subject, and would be prepared to make an 
immediate report uponit: but what did we now 
witness?) Here came that very committee, who 
were said to be so thoroughly familiar with all 
the detai!s connected with the tariff, and toi id the 
Fiouse that they knew in fact nothing about 1: 
they were no better acquainted with it, as it 
appeared, then the Committee of Ways and 
IWieans: they came into court and pleaded igno- 
France: they must have power 10 get testi- 
mony to enlighien their judgments. Weill, and i 


t 
that was to be the ground of their action, conld net 


the Finance Committee do thesame? Could t 
no! call witness and cet ata knowledge of fi 

in the same way?) Or could noi aselec! commitice 
inform theme in the same manner? Could 
not Com e 0 Ncricu re— hic 

a Aj late mittee t ke « 

pi ' 1} crt ‘ Ney r res nied he 
Cons ' é the country—could not th 
PASE AS = testimony asthe Committ 


on Manufactures? Vhe question being one pro- 


fessediy of revenne, the Committee of Ways and 
Means hai come into the Howse and reported a 
bill tor five millions of Treasury notes, expressly 
on the ground that the Treasury was empty, and 
immediate legislation was necessary for its relief, 
or the credit of the country must be sacrificed: and 
on the back of that came this resolution from the 
Committee on Manufaciures, avowing the fact that 
they were profoundly in the dark; that they were 
wholly unable to ect but by borrowed light, and 
therefore they must have power to send for testi- 
mony to guide them! Now, Mr. J. had no objec- 


tion ihat such an inquiry should be gone into; he 
was in favor of a select committee to make the in- 
vesiigation; he was ready to vote for such a com- 
mittee who should be empowered to examine the 
who « subject in all its bearings; let them go tho- 











roughly to work and ascertain how a change in the 
tariff laws would affect the various interesis 
throughout the country. Let them go into the 
whole subject. Let them push their inquiries in 
every cirectiun—East and Wes!, North and South: 
let them not beconfined to the manufacturing 
interest alone: but Jet them embrace the cotton- 
growing interesis of the South, the grain grow- 
ing and pork and = cattle-raising interests 
of the West and of the Middle States— 
the great tobacco interest—and all the other lead- 
ing branches of production in every quarter of the 
country. Let the committee be general! in its 
characier, embracing the whole Union; and not 
special and limited, extending its vision to one nar- 
row, circumscribed interest alene, affecting not 
much overa million of our population, to the 
neglect of the remaining sixteen millions; and 
summoning just such witnesses as might serve to 
strengthen the cause of that one particular class. 
Mr. J’s scope was broader; more general and ex- 
tended. He was a friend to manufactures; deci- 
dedly so; he was in favor, too, of countervailing 
duties; but he was for protecting the raisers of 
corn, and beef, and bacon, and rice, and tobacco, 
as well as the manufactures of cotton, wool, and 
leather. He was unwilling te bring down the in- 
quiry to so narrow a basis. And if the Commit- 
tee on Manufactures should not speedily report a 
bill, he should = « that the whole subject be re- 
ferred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 
O:herwise, w! at was the country todc?) The Go- 
vernment was in want cf immediate relief; the 
Treasury was empty; the public credit must suf- 
fer; and yet the subject of imposing duties to meet 
the exigency had been taken out of the hands of 
the Finance Committee, and given to a committee 
who came forward and owned that they had not 
knowledge enovgh to report a bill, without send- 
ing for witnesses, and getting further information 
to guide them! He had, he repeated, foreseen 
just such a result. 

Bat the honorab’e gentleman from Massachu- 

tts [Mr. Satronstaty] had urged the doetrme of 
precedent, and had reminded the House that the 
Commiitee on Maan aciures had been empowered 
to make a s'milar inquiry in 1827. Yes, in 1827, 
and what was the result? The tariff bill of 1828, 
that “bill of abominaticn?,” which raised sucha 
political ferment throughontthe country as brevght 
it to the verge cf a civil war; and then the party 
who had driven onthe bill, and passed it at all 
hazards, were the first to abandon it; yes, they ran 
away from it at the first blast of the trumpet of 
South Carolina, and took shelter behind the com- 
promise act. Mr. J. was. ot prepared to follow 
any such precedents. He was not for placing the 
arrangement of the entire tariff of duties, to be 
paid by the whole country, in the hands of a com. 
mittee representing only a single interest. No, let it 
go to animpar jal committee—a commitiee, general 
1} unbiased in its character, who would seek in- 
formation alike from a!! quarters of the land, and 


an 


when it was obtained would submit the whole to 
Congress. He was not eprosed to inquiry ; far 


from it. Onthe contrary, be was earnestly in fa- 





v f it; DUtletitn nh the diseret ct the 
Commitiee i Manufactures, He must vote 
against the motion Gf his honorah'e friend, If that 
ex e] iL Ge man i m ( A S2:eK com- 
miitee, Vi J Wot ds him tl b 1 no 
manner of objection to see the honorable gentle- 
men kimse!fatthe head fsuch aeommittee. Bir. J, 
sad himself no wish ! onstitute any part of Vv, 


acd, if appointed, should decline to serve ; but he 
wished to sea such a conmmittee ; he wished them 
io go into a general, fair, impartial investigation, 
and let them report the result at the close cf the 
present session er at the commencement of the 
next; for he took it for granted the thing wonld not 
end here; the snbject vouldenme up again heed after, 
and then this information wonld be of invaluable 
service in ¢t f the House; but, in 
the meanwhi le, let the Committee of Ways and 
Means report a bill to meet the present 
emergency, and furnish the Treasury with the 
means of getting on. 

Mr. HABERSHAM reminded the Hovse that 
he bad not intruded on its time, this being the first 


viding the action of 


pressing 





i te 











occasion On which he had addressed it during the 
present session: and he now rose to state, in jus- 
tice to himself, that, as one of the Committes on 
Manufactures, he had opposed in commitiee, as he 
should now co in the House, the ad option of the 
reso/ution which had been reported by the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Sartonstatu.] He 
could see no essential good that was likely to grow 
out of it, but much of evil 

Independently of the objections urged by the 
gentleman from Maryland, [Mr. Jonnson,] he 
would remark that if ii was important to obtain a 
part of the iniermation bearing on the general sub- 
ject of the tariff, to obtain the whole must be still 
moreso. Without il, it was imp ssib le that any 
committee should act correctly and justly in the 
case. The inf i must be such as to cover 
the whole ground, or it would be of no benefit. 
Was the committee, in dealing with so momen- 
tous a subject, to look at @ne particular interest 
alone? Le not, and s should the resolution sow pro- 
posed be ed by the Hou e, what would be the 
result? The committee must obtain information 
from Loutsiana touching the sugar interest; it 
must have testimony from Georgia concerning the 
cotion interest; it must iuguire from South Caroli- 
na onthe subject of the rice; it must sead into 
all the Norihern and Middle States to know how 
their peculiar siaples would be affected; and 
then it must go into the great West aad collect 
similar information from that quarte:; and at 
what time did gentlemen expect the committee 
would be prepared to report? Would they beable 
to get through with such investigation during ‘this 
entire session?. No, no one could expect it; the 
examination would not be closed before the first of 
June next, by which time the new tariff act must 
go into effee!. The expense of such an investiga- 
tion must be very great, although that was a mat- 
ter of but little consequence, provided the informa- 
tion essential 'o enhghiered anc impartial action 
could be cbiained in time; but it could not, and 
tbe only eifvet of adopting the resolution must be 











to delay the report of the Rene, which, after 
all, « uld not but be partial and ones ided’ in its 
CO mpl Ai 


For the e reasons, Mr. H. opposed the resolu- 
tion in committee, and should now vote against it 
in the House. The same objections, to a certain 
extent, lay egainst the appointment of a select 
committee. ut they applied, in all their force, to 
the Committee on Manufactures, on which com- 
mittee the interests and wishes of the whole West 
were represented by a solitary individual, and he 
residing on the Southwestern corner of that vast 
region. 

Mr. WISE observed that he was absent from 
his seat when the vote was taken referring the 
subject of the tariff to the Committee on Manvfac- 
tures; but when informed that the motion for that 
reference had prevailed, though opposed to a pro- 
tective tariff, he was well content with the result. 
It wa: ne trinmph, no vic‘ory over him, that the 
reference was made to that committee; and why? 
Because he knew (hat matters would stand as they 
now sivod, rizht and fair before the country. If 
all the protective tariff gentlemen on that floor had 


listened to the wise suggesiions, and observed the 
politie tacties of his honorable friend from Mary- 
land, (Mr. Jcunson,] they wonld have referred this 
ubject io the Commmutice of Ways and Means, and 

en they might have payed out the game of hum- 
bug, and aisguised their movements. And, sir, 
said Mr. W.1 dreaded nothing more than the mo- 
tion that was made by the gentleman from Ten- 


nessee, [Vir. Arnoip,] to reconsider the vote on 
the question of reference, and which was with- 
drawn by him, for I feared ihat gentlemen might 
have con<ideration enough to take wisdom for their 
guide, and under the disguise of revenue attain 
their objct through a reference to ine Committee 
of Ways and Means. He had no anxiety for a 
reference to ‘that commitiee, for hs knew that they 
had been forestalied by the declaration ef its chair- 
man himself, [ivic. FittmMore,] that the revenue 
bili having been passed at the last session, the only 
movement now to be made on the subject of the 
tariff was protection. Accordingly, the majority of 


the House did take the gentleman at his word, and 





ec 


steppisg forward without disguise, move towards 
protection by a reference to the Committee on Ma- 
nufactures. The movement now, be it understood, 
on this resolution, was regarded by the gent!eman 
from Maryland as a bold and undisguised step to- 
wards protection. Ay, sir, protection in those words 
which always excited asmile on that floor—pro- 
tection per se; and, sir, I confess, that in this view 
of the question, I rejoice that reference 
has been to the Commititce on Manufactures, 
because, if I am to meet my enemy, let me 
meet him in the open field; let me measure his 


nea 


the 


strength, and if we are to have a protective tariff 
urged on and passed for the benefit of the manu- 
facturers, let us know it. I can meetit,sir. Iam 
not alarmed at the prospect of combatting it as 
such,in my section of the country; but if gentlemen, 
by a reference of the subject to the Committee of 
Ways and Means, ha! disguised their obj 
they had told us that they were for laying a twerff 
for revenue and nothing for ;rolection, there would 
have been some trouble for us at home in satisfy- 
ing our anti-tariff friends, who are all for providing 
for the just wants of the Government, that the ob- 
ject was to tax them for the benefit of the manu- 
facturers. Sir, you have strengihened me, for one, 
by making an undisguised movement. We stand 
fair. The country wil! understand it as I have, 
and as I have foreseen and predicted at every step. 
As had been well remarked by the gentleman from 
Maryland, the chairman of the Committee of Ma- 
nufactures had verily gone back to the precedents 
of 1837, the very year preceding the bill of abomi- 
nations. He has appea'ed to the preceden's of that 
very year for the purpose of showing the example 
to be followed now. W-» aretobe thrown back 
upon the precedents of that year and the principles 
of 1828. I meet that issue upon the tariff question. I 
tell gentlemen that I will not go fora protective tariff; 
and that the precedent of 1827 referred to by the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, was the action of 
this House immediately preceding the bill of abo- 
minations; a bill that was as_ universally con- 
demned by the intelligent among the manu‘acturing 
interest, as it wascondemned by the agricultural 
interest of the South. I tell gentlemen that I wil! not 
go for a tariff for protection now, ner for the pre- 
ceden!s which were the commencecient of asystem 
that nearly exploded in civil war ard bloedshed. 
Practically, to come to the effect of this resolu- 
tion, what was i‘? It was to do now what they re- 
fused to do at the last session. It was then pro- 
posed by the colleague of the honorabie gentleman 
who now reported this resolution, to raise a select 
committee for the same object as the gentleman 
now contemplated. It was nothing more nor less 
than the same proposition revived, with this dif- 
ference only, that a standing committee was to be 
employed instead of a select committee. How 
long, he asked the chairman of the Committee of 
Manufacteres, would it take him to investigate the 
whole subject of a tariff for protection? Could he 
do it in one month, or in six months? If he took a 
deliberate view of the subject, he certainly could 
not propose to consider it asa revenue measure, for 
revenue was reeded instantly. If he proposed to 
view it as a protective measure ;-if witnesses from 
all sections of the country, all distances, were not 
introduced, could justice be done, when there was 
not a subject of duty, involving the question of pro- 
tection, that did not involve interests diametrically 
opposite? In. laying duties for protection of the 
wool'en manufacturers, you have the wool growers, 
whose interests are to be consulted on the one 
hand, while you have the manufacturers on the 
other contending for protection for their broad- 
cloths, and as low a duty as possible on wool. You 
have the agricultural interests in all its tranches, 
and the mercantile interests, which are opposed 'o 
that of manufactures, and which it was equally ne- 
cessary to consult. Would gentlemen take less 
‘han six months to investigate the claims of ail 
these various interests?) And again. From this 
city to New York you are within the striking dis- 
tance of thirty-six hours, and to Boston forty-eight. 
The witnesses of the manufacturers are at your 
door, but the witnesses for the agricultural inte- 
rest are scattered abroad throughout the country, 
at distances which would require months to bring 
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them here. If gentlemen contemplated a measure 
to be acted on at the present session, could the tes- 
timony they would in this manner collect be any 
other than ex parte? It could be no, other. 
The interest which was not only at war with the 
agricultural products of the South, but also at war 
with the real bona fide capitalists of the manufac- 
turers themselves, (for it was known that the 
manufactures were at war among themselves) 
would be the first heard. It was perfectly under- 
stood that whilst the large capitalists of the New 
England manufaciurers who were able to maintain 
their establishments under the present rate of du- 
ties, the smaller establishments were as much at 
war with them as ihey were with the agrieulturists 
of the South. But it so happened that the five 
thousand dollar men were as ten to one to the fifty 
thousand doliar men; they hed more votes, and 
could control the capitalists; and the whole thing 
resulted in the proposition for the benefit of that 
smaller horde of the Nerth, who were ready to 


rise up like fungoussprouts in the hotbed of protec- 
tion. Asysiem so pariial, a course so contracted, 
so disastrous to the general interests of the coun- 


the benefit of particular inte- 
rests alone, he could not countenance at the first 
step nor at_the last.. Asin good faith bound, (a 
system he had always found it best to adkere to,) 
he had voted against the reference to the Commil- 
tee on Manufactures; but at the same time, in all 
candor, he had expressed to his friends his satis- 
faction at the result of the vote that was taken. 
Sir, (said Mr. W.) Lam content with the result; I 
will abide it; but io ‘go onestep further than re- 
venue justifies, [ will neverecnsent. It was nota 
proper time then, he continued, to go into an ex- 
pression of his views on the subject of the tariff, 
and he should reserve what he had to say on that 
question, until some bill should be introduced 
from the Committee on Manu ‘actures, either pre- 
dicated on the lights now before them, or on infor- 
mation they might hereafier oktain. Till then he 
should reserve what he had to say, and content 
himself with the expression of his gratification that 
they now understood where they were—what gen- 
tlemen would be at—a tariff act guided by the 
principles and precedents of 1827. 

Mr. TILLINGHAST of Rhode Icland, was 
was appealed to by Mr. FILLMORE, chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, to defer 
his remarks, as the morning hour was now nearly 
expired, and suffer a motion to be made to go into 
Committee of the Whole on the bill for the issue 
of Treasury notes; after a desultory conversation, 
Mr. T. finally resolved to proceed. 

Mr. T. then observed that the resolution which 
bad been moved by the honorable gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. SattonstTaty] certainly was 
not what some gentlemen appeared, from their re- 
marks, to suppose it to be, but a totally different 
thing. They seemed to understand it as constitut- 
ing one part of a grand concerted movement for 
the protection of the manufacturing interest against 
the interests of all othersections of the country, or 
against the general welfare. It was nosuch thing. 
None of the Committee on Manufactures desired that 
sort or degree of protection which should be produc- 
tive of such results. They wished such a system of 
duties as should at one and the same time afford a 
competent revenue, extend protection over our do- 
mestic industry, and advance the general wel!ere 
of the whole country. Nor was there any thing 
in the resolution which, in the slightest degree, 
conflicted with these great ends. It had been said 
that the resolution was opposed to the very grounds 
on which the reference of the general subject had 
been mace to the Committee on Manufactures. 
The ground taken was, that the subject had always, 
heretofore, gone to that committee, and such 
having been the invariable course, if it should 
now be changed, the general understanding 
throughout the country would be, that the present 
Congress was oppesed to the policy of granting 
protection to our own manufactures. A 

Mr. T. said ne had been anxious, on a former 
occasion, when the reference was under debate, to 
get the floor, that he might reply to the speech of 
the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. Ruerr,] 
bnt he had failed in the effort, and now he pre- 
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sumed the opportunity had passed by, as he did 
not conceive it would be in order, at this time, to 
respond to a speech delivered them. 

The resolution so warmly opposed simply asked 
leave, on behalf of the Committee cn Manufac- 
tures, to send for intelligent witnesses and take 
testimony in relation to the operation of the tariff, 
as it stood, on the general interests of the whole 
coun'ry, and what woul be the result of certain 
proposed alterations in the existing rate of duties: 
and however well informed any committee might 
be who had been charged with so weighty a duty 
as a general revision of the tariff, they could not 
be expected to enter upon it without some such 
previous inquiry. Any reasonable man would 
expect that such information should be had before 
an attempt was raade to change so important a 
law. Such had been the view of ihe Committee 
on Manufactires. They had referred to their 
consideration so much of the President’s message 
as related to the subject of diseriminating duties 
and the incidental protection of American manu- 
faciures. All that portion of the mes-age whic's 
had respect te revenue purely, bad alreac’y been 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means: it 
was the part relating tothe protection of manufac- 
tures which alone had been confided to the com- 
mittee to which Mr. T. belonged. The committee 
wished to proceed cautiously and understandingly 
in the task assigned them: they were desirous of col- 
lecting all the information which any member of 
the committee might desire to possess, and which 
might be within their power. The only question 
was, in what shape they should be authorized to 
receive this? They desired that the information 
might be presented to them under such responsibi- 
lity as should render it authentic, and properly 
available as the basis of legislation. Had the 
subject been referred to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, that committee would probably have 
asked the same privilege. 

Instead of running a tilt in favor of protection 
against every interest in the country, might not the 
wish of the committee in making this request have 
been directly the reverse? viz: of preventing the 
provisions for protection from injuriously inter- 
fering with other interests? What member of the 
commpiitiee wished to injure the interests either of 
commerce or agriculture? Their wish was to see 
such laws enacted as should foster the prosperity 
of all these great interests of the country at one 
and the same time. 

Mr. T. said he was willing to have the general 
inquiry made by a select committee, but that 
would not be at all inconsistent with granting the 
power now asked by the Committee on Manufac- 
tures. On the contrary, all the friends of protec- 
tion had been desirous of such an_ investi- 
gation, and his friend from Massachusetts had 
introduced a resolution to that effect at the extra 
session, but it had been refused. He must con- 
sider it a great misfortune that that resolution did not 
carry; but the favorable opportunity then erjoyed 
had gone by, alihough a similar measure might 
now be adopted. He presumed that legislation on 
the subject of the tariff would not end with the pre- 
sent session of Congress. The sysiem would pro- 
bably hereafter undergo revision; but was it not 
obviously important that the committee now 
charged with a matter so important should be ena~ 
bled to examine witnesses, each in his own trade 
or profession, or who resided in its neighborhood, 
and were thus acquainted with the facts of the 
case? 

Here the morning hour having expired, Mr. T. 
suspended his remarks until to-morrow morning, 
when he will have the floor to conclude tnem. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved for leave that he continue 
now; but 

Mr. FILLMORE, chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means, demanded the orders of the 
day. 

The following Senate bills were taken up from 
the Speaker's table, twice read, and referred, as 
follows: 
An aci to establish an additional land cistrict in 
the State of Alabama. 


Acts granting pensions to David Waller and to 
Samuel Crapin. 
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An act for the benefit of the Selma and ‘Tennes- 
see Railroad Company. 

An act to authorize the Legislature of Louisiana 
to sell the lands heretofore appropriated ior the use 
of schools in that State. 

All which were referred 
Public Lands. 

Iso, acts fur the relief of Joseph Bassett, and 
granting pensions to Margaret Jamieson and to 
William Rand: referred to the Committee on Re- 
volutionary Pensions. 

Also, tor the relief Samuel Crapin: referred to 
the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 

Also, an act granting invalid pensions to certain 
Cherokee warriors, under the provisions of the 
treaty of 1835: referred to the Committce on Indian 
Affairs. 

Also, a bill allowing drawbacks 6n foreign mer- 
chandise exported in original packages to Chihua- 
hua and Santa Fe, in Mexico. 

Mr. J. G. FLOYD moved that this bill be refer- 
red to the Committee on Commerce, with instruc- 
tions to report an amendment allowing drawback 
on foreign merchandise exported from any port of 
the Uniied States to any part of the British pro- 
vinces in North America. 

After brief remarks on thisamendment by Messrs. 
FLOYD, WELLER, TOLAND, J. C. CLARK, 
CROSS, BARNARD, and W. C. JOHNSON, 
principally relating to the propriety of directing an 
wquiry by the committee, insteadof the proposed 
instructions, on molion of 

Mr. CROSS, the question having been divided, 
that part relating to the instructions was decided in 
the negative. 

The question on the second division, proposing 
the reference of the bill, was decided in the affir- 
mative. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House sundry 
communications, viz. 

1, A letter from the Postmaster General, trans- 
mitting the annual statement of the disbursements 
of the contingent fund for his Department for the 
year 1841, rendered in pursuance of the act of 
May 9, 1836; which was referred to the Committee 
on Expenditures in the Post Office Department, 
and ordered to be printed. 

2. A letter from the Secretary of State, trans- 
mitting a list of the names of the persons employed 
as clerks in the Department of State in the year 
1841, with the amount paid to each; which was or- 
dered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

3. A letter from the Postmaster General, con- 
taining an estimate of the appropriations necessary 
for the service of his Department for the year com- 
mencing July 1, 1842: referred to the Committee 
of Ways and Means. 

4. A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a communication from the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office, enclosing a re- 
port of the Surveyor General at Little Rock, Ar- 
kansas‘; which, after some conversation on the 
subject of its disposal, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands, and ordered to be 
printed. 

5. Acommunication from the President, trans- 
mitting a report from the Secretary of State in an- 
swer to a resolution of the House of the 19th June, 
1841, of the aggregate amount of each description 
of persons within the severa! districts and States of 
the Un:ted States by counties and towns. 

Mr. ADAMS moved that this be referred to the 
Select Commitiee on the Apportionment of Repre- 
sentatives, and be printed. He said he would not 
now move to print an extra number ot copies, al- 
though they might be necessary, but would leave it 
to the committee to decide. 

A brief conversation arose between Messrs. 
ADAMS, WELLER, and FILLMORE, on the 
printing; after which, 

Mr. ADAMS modified the motion, so as to refer 
the communication oply; which was carried. 

TREASURY NOTES. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired of the Speaker if 
there was any other business before the House; 
and, being answered in the negative, on his mo- 
tion, the House resolved itself into Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Hop- 
xins Of Virginia in the chair,) and proceeded to 
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the consideration of the bill to authoriae the issue 


of Treasury notes; which was read by the Clerk as 
follows: 


A BILL to authorize an issue of Treasury notes. 
Beit enacted, &c. Thatthe President of the United States 
hereby authorized to Cause Treasury notes, in /ieu of those 


eretofore or hereafter redeemed, to be Issued for such sum ox 





ms as the exigencies of the Government may require, but 

it exceeding the sum of five millions of dollars of this emis 

ion Outstanding at any one time, and to be issued under the 

imitations of other provisions contained in the act entitled 

“An act to authorie the issuing of Treasury notes,” approved 

the twelfth of October, one thousand eight hundred and thirty 

nd as modified by an act entitled **An act additional to 

nthe subject of Treasury notes,” approved the thirty- 

rch, one thousand eight hundred and forty, except 

j by given to issue Treasury notes shall 

nd ofone year from the passage of this act, il 

not sooner terminated under the proviso to this section: Pro 

vided, Thea the authority hereby given to issue Treasury notes 

shall cease and determine as soon as the loan authorized by the 
act of July t ( 


wenty-first, one thousand eight hundred and forty- 


, or which may be authorized by any other act, shall be ne- 
rouated and rendered available. 


Mr. FILLMORE then’ rose and observed that 
he had but few remarks to make explanatory of 
the grounds of the bill which had just been read. 
He would very briefly state the reasons which had 
induced the committee to report it. 

It would hardly be necessary, on this occasion, 
to enter into an examination of the amount of the 
deficit in the public revenue which would occur 
during the present year; that whole question would 
come up in its order when a bill should be con- 
sidered for a loan, or a bill to increase the duties 
on imports, wi'h a view permanently to supply the 
deficitin the revenue. For the present, it would 
be sufficient to state that, from the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, it appeared that there 
would be a deficiency of over fourteen millions for 
the present year. That officer, in the same report, 
presented to Congress his views as to the manner 
in which this amount was to be provided; and he 
would call the attention of the committee to a por- 
tion of the report in which those views were briefly 
summed up. Mr. F. here quoted the report as fol- 
lows: 

“To meet the deficiency in the year 1842, amounting to 
$14,218,570 68, it is respectfully recommended to Congress to 
authorize 

“I. Anextension of the term within which the residue, not yet 


taken, of the loan already authorized shall be redeemable 
imounting to, say $6,500,000, 

‘2. The re-issue of the Treasury notes heretofore authorized 
by law, amounting to $5,000,000, 

The balance still required, of $2,718,570 68, together with 
an additionalsum of $2,000,000, (a surplus deemed necessary 
in the Treasury to meet emergencies of the public service, ) to 
be supphed from imposts upon such foreign articles imported 
us may be selected, with due regard to a rigid resiricuon, it 
amount, to the actual wants of the Government, and a prope: 


economy in its administration 

When this portion of the report had been before 
the committee for consideration, a majority of its 
members had been very averse to adopting the pro- 
posal of an issue of Treasury notes; and, deem- 
ing it to be their appropriate province to judge 
and determine on the best mcde of supply, they had 
come to the determination to report a bill extend- 
ing the loan heretofore authorized, instead of a bill 
for Treasury notes, as proposed by the Secretary. 
The committee, however, did not adept this course 
without first applying to the Secretary for any in- 
formation which should go to satisfy the House 
that a loan could not be obtained sufficient to meet 
the exigencies of the public service. Receiving, at 
that time, no setisfactory evidence on that subject, 
they went on to report their additional loan bill. 
Soon alter, however, the Secretery again applied 
for Treasury notes; whereupon a correspondence 
took place beiween that officer and the chairman 
of the committee, which he would now send to the 
Clerk’s table to be read to the commiitee. 

[Several letters were read from the Secretary to 


Mr. Fittmore, with Mr. F’s replies; the result of 


the whole beieg that the Secretary had fully ascer- 
tained that no loan could be obtained in this coun- 
try in time to relieve the Treasury and save the 
public credit. } 

It would be perceived, from these papers, that 
the Secretary of the Treasury anticipated a deficit 
for the present quarter of $3,745,466, and the 
question for the consideration of the committee 
was, how this should be supplied. It was appa- 
rent that it could not be derived from the ordinary 
revenue, for that was taken into calculation in 
estimating the deficit. If it could be obtained on 


loan, a majority of the committee greatly preferred 


that course. After repeated applications to the 
Treasury, information was at length received on 
the 34 of January (which had not been in the 
Secretary’s possession when he had first been ap- 
plied to) that the result of a correspondence with 
ihe great commercial cities was such as to autho- 
rize him in saying that there existed not the remo- 
test prospect of obtaining enough in time to meet 
the public exigency, nor indeed at all, unless the 
time of repayment should be greatly extended, and 
the loan negotiated in Europe. If this informa- 


_ tion were correct, then there could be no prospect 


of getting the money short of three or four months, 
within which time there would accrue a deficit of 
$3,745,466. The Secretary urged on the commit- 
tee that the only remaining mode of saving the 
credit of the Government would be to authorize 
the emission of Treasury notes. Under circum- 
stances so serious, the committee had not felt itself 
authorized to take the responsibility of withhold- 
ing the question from the House, but had con- 
cluded it to be their duty to submit the whole case, 
and let the House dispose of it as it should deem 
most expedient. 

For himseif, (Mr. F. said,) he had, from the com- 
mencement, invariably voted against the issue of 
Treasury notes, and ithad been with the greatest 
reluctance that he had brought himself to consent 
to the measure. He might be permitted to say, 
however, that his opposition to it had never rested 
on any constitutiona! ground; it had always been 
directed against the expediency of the policy. He 
was aware, indeed, that there were some of those 
opposed to Treasury notes who rested their opposi- 
tion on the language of the Constitution: and to 
such gentlemen he now desired to directa remark 
or two on that point. This objection, if he rightly 
understood the case, was founded chiefly on Mr. 
Madison’s report of the proceedings had in the Con- 
ventien which drew up the Constitution, and from 
that report it did appear, that in the original 
draught of that instrument, a provision had been 
inserted empowering Congress to berrow money on 
the security of the United States, and ‘‘to emit bills 
of credit... A motion was made to strike out these 
latter words, which gave rise to an animated dis- 
cussion, resulting in the erasure of that clause. It 
was stricken out mainly on the ground that the 
power was very liable to abuse, 

Now, it appeared to Mr. F. ihat this commenta- 
ry on the instrument, resulting from a fact now for 
the first time brought to light, fifty years after the 
Constitution had been adopted and administered, 
had little weight attached to it. If the lawgiver 
was the Convention, then are we to look for his 
intention in the instrament he reported as an or- 
ganic Jaw, and in that alone; more especially be- 
cause it was the organic law which the people 
themselves had received, examined, approved, and 
sanctioned by their sovereign authority. He could 
not sdmit the binding force of any extraneous com- 
mentary whatever. The intention of the people 
was to be gathered solely and exclusively from the 
words of the instrument; and if any doubt arose 
as to the true intent and meaning of its terms, that 
was a doubt which usage, at some time, should settle 
and putan endto. Andinconfirmation ofthis view, 
Mr. Madison himself, the draughter of the Constitu- 
tion, had, while President of the United States, 
put his signature to bills involving this very power 
of issuing Treasury notes. Mr. F. therefore, with 
all deference, submitted to gentlemen who took 
constitutional grounds on the subject, that, looking 
to the words of the Constitution itself, they would 
be found to warrant such a measure, which, after 
ail, was but a modified form of “borrowing mo- 
ney”—a power granted, in terms, to Congress. 
The instrument did not declare whether the securi- 
ty given to the public creditor should be Govern- 
ment stock, or Government bonds, or Government 
notes. In suchcircumstances, he was of opinion 
that the uniform exercise of such a power in the 
fiseal exigencies of the Government ought to be 
considered as settling the constitutional ques- 
tion. It was too late to raise an objection, at 
this day, on evidence which lay concealed for 
fifty years, and which had no public cr official au- 
thority. 

To the expediency of the issue of these notes 
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Mr. F. should still be opposed, could any other | 


measure be reoorted to to save the public faith and 
the honor of the nation. Even asa matter of ex- 
pediency, it never should be resorted to but in an 
extreme emergency, and it should be continued no 
longer than that emergency iasted. This was his 
own view of the matter, and he believed it was 
coincided in by a majority of the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

The bill now reported differed in one respect 
from those heretofore reported for a similar pur- 
pose. They had exhibited on their face no inten- 
tion of supplying the deficit in the Treasury by 
the adoption of any other means; but in this bill 
there was a proviso that, as soon as the requisite 
sum could be raised by a loan already authorized, 
orto be hereafier authorized, the power to issue 
Treasury notes should cease. In other words, that 
the House considered this asa measure to be re- 
sorted to in agreat emergency, that it was to con- 
tinue the shortest possible time, and the power 
to adopt it should be siricily limited to 
alone. 

This was all he had felt it his duty to say at this 
time. If a majority of the Comraitiee of the Who'e 
should think with the Committee of Ways and 
Means, they would vote in favor of the bill. He 
trusted, for the honor of the country and the preser- 
vation of the public faith, Congress would dois 
duty in the premises. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Kentucky, said he was one of 
thése who had voiced against granting jeave to intro- 
duce this bill, and he wished now briedy to present 
his reasons for havicgdoneso. Hedid notdeny 
the position that this Government might ccousti‘u- 
tionaily issue Treasury notes; but he assumed the 
position that it could do this only fer the purpose 
ot borrowing money. He denied that the Corstitu- 
tion authorized Congress to issue notes to supply 
the place of a currency: they could te issued only 
as evidence of debi. To obtain the loan with the 
greater ease and cunvenience, the notcs might re- 
ceive a negotiabie form; but if they were to supply 
a currency they were against the Constitution. 
Now, then, he would ask the worthy gentleman at 
the head of the Committee of Ways and Means, 


that time 


what was the design of this sudden emission of 


five millions of Treasury notes? Was it that they 


might be received by the creditors of the Uniied 
States? He denied tuat Congress could so pay the 
public debt. How were these debts to be paid? 


Alone in the medium in which other debis were re- 
quired by law to be paid, viz in gold and silver. 
There was a deficit in the revenue; the pubi-c cre- 
ditors were clamorous; the T'reasury was empty; 
and in these circumstances the Secretary told the 
public creditor that he must receive his debt in 
Treasury notes, or have it indifinitely postponed. 
Which, Mr. D. asked, was the more creditable 
course—to have the debt postponed till a !oan 
could be obtained en ten or twenty years’ credit, 
with interest at six per cent. or to pay in these 
Treasury notes? He would use all constitutional 
means to sustain the credit of the Government; he 
would give itample means to meet a'l demands; 
but he would do this in conformity with the Con- 
stitution, 

It was said, however, that the emergency was 
pressing; yes, and how came it to be so?) The 
Secretary certainly knew whether he could pro- 
cure a loan for the requisite amount im our great 
commercial cities, and if he had acted a candid 
part he would have stated it in his report. Did he 
not know it as well when he made that report as 
he knew it now? Could he not then have ascer- 
tained that American capitalists won!d noi loan 
their money to the Government for a term of two 
or three years only? Why had he not communi- 
cated this information to Congress twenty or thirty 
days ago? 

Mr. FILLMORE here interposed. He was 
very sure the honorable gentleman meant to siate 
nothing that was unfair, nor did Mr. F. stand up 
here as the advocate and defender of tse S>cre- 
tary; but if the gertleman would look again at the 
annual report he would find this passage: 


“With regard to the receipts from the loan already autho- 
rized by law, it i¢ to be remarked that, owing to the short pe 
riod which is to elapse before it becomes redeemable, together 
with the unsettled state of the money market, it wouldfhot be 
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safe to expect that any considerable portion will be obtained 
for the service of the year 1842, before the expiration of the 
time limited for eftecting it 

Mr. DAVIS admitted this passage in the report 
had escaped his eye: but this did not diminish the 
Secretary’s responsibility: why had he not asked 
that the period of the loan should be extended? 

{Mr. F. here, speaking across, reminded Mr. D. 
that the Secretary had done this, and pointed to the 
place in the report containing such recommenda- 
tion. ] 

Mr. D. thereupon withdrew the remark he had 
made. Heexpessed his willingness to vote for 
the extension of the term of the loan, and said he 
was confident the House would prefer this to the 
present irregular and unconstitutional mode of 
raising the wind. It had in the first instance been 
proposed to make the loan repayable in eight 
years: but a particular friend of the Administra- 
tion had proposed to reduce 


the term to three 
years, which motion had prevailed. Mr. D. had 
never believed that American capitalists would 


take it on such terms, 

Mr. VW. took this position: if money could be 
borrowed by means of Treasury notes it could be 
borrowed on stock. 


was entitled 


The bond of the Government 
to at least as hig a degree of eredit as 
these Treasury notes: and it was to be preferred, 
unless indeed the object was to force these notes 
on the public creditor and let him sell them at a 
discount for goid and silver. They were, he un- 
derstood, at a discount of one per cent. now ia the 
New York market: nobedy exrected 

bring gold and si!ver at their par value. 
was, the Government proposed to 


they would 

The fact 
issue a paper 
currency—a new continental paper: and to force 
this on its creditors: and he thought no Govern. 
ment could siand in a more disonorable position. 
Let Congress authorize the issue of ste at ten, 
or, if necessary, at twenty years to run, leaving it 
discretionary with the Secretary to adjust the time 
according to circumstances and the state of the 
money market. If he could not get money at 5 
per cent. let him offer six, and let Government pay 
in gold and silver, 

There was another thing in the history of this 
matter 'o which Mr. D. objected, and that 
this sort of informal communication 
head of the Treasury Department a 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means 
commitee room. He protested against such com- 
munications. If the Secretary wante!l new laws 
passed, Jet him address the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives, and not write letters to a com- 
mittee room. . 

To him it seemed that the present Administra- 
tion was doing little else than resort to the mea- 
sures its friends had so strongly reprobated in the 
Jast Administration. Mr. D. ia his simplicity, had 
thought there was to be a change, a reform; but 
he now found the Government falling back into 
one practice after another for which the late Ad- 
ministration had been denounced so strenuously. 
And in fact it seemed that, although under a dif- 
ferent name, they were the Loco Foco party in 
fact. [Loud laughter.] . 

Mr. WISE believed, if he understood his hono- 
rable friend rightly, they were getting past being 
like the Loco Foco party. He understood his ho- 
norable friend to say thatif the Government was 
ia debt, and had no money to pay the public credi- 
tor with, it conld not give to him evidences of the 
debt due him, but was bound to pay him in the 
only medium known to the universa! law of man- 
kind, gold and silver. If he understood the gentle- 
man right, he repadiated his doctrine. Hedid not 
understand gold and silver to be the only legitimate 
currency. The creditor migh', it was true, de- 
mand it, but he could at his option take any other 
currency. If the gentleman was right in saying 
that the Government was bound to pay go!d and 
silver only, what followed? Why, the very harsh- 
est feature of the Sub-Treasury. If the Govern- 
ment was to pay ont in gold and silver alone, it 
must collect in gold and silver alone. But to the 
practical question. Gentlemen talked about ab- 
stractions, and of the unconstitutionality of Go- 
vernment giving its bond when it could not pay 
what itowed. If the Government could not pay 
its debts, was it not bound by the principles of com- 
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mon honesty to give the public creditor some evi- 
dence of the debt due him? Could not the Govern~- 
ment give its bond like an individual?—for a 
Treasury note was the mere evidence of a debt. 
As to the second proposition of the gentleman, that 
he could not concur in the issue of Treasury notes 
asa currency, he, Mr. W. agreed with him; but 
this was not to pay adebt. Every body knew that 
a bond or a note was not to pay a debt, but te esta- 
blish a‘’debt. Who did not know that? The very 
fact of giving a bond was an acknowledgment ot 
the validity of the debt. He did say that if the Go- 
vernment owed a debt, and could not pay it, it was 
bound to give its bond, and promise to pay. if it 
did pot owe money, he agreed qith the gentleman 
that it had no right to issue these promises to pay. 
He had been no friend heretofore te the issue of 
Treasury notes. It was only at the last session of 
the last Congress that he was induced to counte- 
nance them at al; and under what circumstances 
was he called on to vote for them? Having no 
doubt but that the Government owed debts ard 
could not pay them, the question was presented to 
him, as it was now presented, whether he would 
agree to its giving its bond temporarily, and wait 
for the restoration of the revenue resulting from a 
restoration of trade, or whether he wou.d resort to 
a high tariff. 

Mr. W. next adverted to the difficulty of nego- 
tiating the twelve million loan, which he attributed 
to the short time allotted by the law for it to ran— 
only three years—and gave ii as his opinion that 
the money could only be had now by extending the 
loan to‘ten or twelve, insiead of eight years, as was 
originally contemplated. If there was one truth 
with respect to the American peop'e more promi- 
nent than any other, it was that, provided the mo- 
tives of the public servants were honest, they need 
not hesitate toavow them; but they never would 
suffer any man, or any party, to steal power. He 
cared not however wise and patriotic a public 
man’sends might be, he must not aitain those 
ends by indiretion or by pious frauds. If the pub- 
lic service required money, say so to the people— 
tell them the whole amoun'—tell them the worst, 
and boldly look them in the face. Mr, W. said he 
was for an enlarged public service in the various 
departments of the Government, and especialiy in 
the navy. He was for paying the public debt to 
the last dollar, and that speedily, and for providing 
the ways and means for it; bat in negotiating a 
loan, he would not skulk back from eight years to 
three, and disgrace the nation. Ifa loan was re- 
quired, he was for coming out boldly, and asking 
tor it on terms likely to tempt capitalists to make 
investments. From prognostications before him, 
he apprehended that the public debt was to be run 
up tosome forty or fifty millions, before it was 
ended. What with the system that was begun and 
in progress, with distribution on the one hand and 
taxation on the other, short loans, and the conse- 
quent disgrace of the public credit, it was not diffi- 
cult to foresee the result. 


As it was no¥ ascertained that the issue of Govern- 
ment notes was the readiest means of supp'ying the 
deficiencies of an empty Treasury, he should, uf the 
Chair would entertain the proposition, and no other 
gentieman would offer it, propose that a provision 
shall be added ‘o this bill that the proceeds of the 
public land sales which have come into the Trea- 
sury since the oreration of the distribution act, and 
the proceeds of the same that shall come in hereaf- 
ter, shall be first applied to the payment of the 
public debt before any Treasury notes are to be 
issued, and that when there are no such proceeds, 
Treasury notes may be issued. The proceeds of 
the public lands should not go to the payment ol 
the debts of the Siates, but to the payment of the 
debts of this Government, to which they belong. 

Mr. McKEON here informed the gentieman 
from Virginia, that he yesterday gave notice that 
when this bill came up, he shoul offer as an 
amendment, a clause to repcal the Distribution act. 

Mr. FILLMORE observed, that if the design 
was to defeat this bill, and to prevent the sapply of 
Treasury, certainly no more effectual method could 
be adepted than the amendment the gentleman 
from Virginia suggested. 

Mr. WISE assured the gentleman from New 











York that he was the last man who woald throw | 


any thing in the way of meeting the demands of | 


the Treasury. 

Mr. FILLMORE hoped the gentleman would 
withdraw the amendment, then; the Treasury was 
now exhausted. 7 

Mr. WISE said he admitted it. He himself had 
been waiting for the Treasury since he had been 
here, for not one doflar had he received as yet, and 
he would say that he would wait till the end of the 
session rather than the Government shou’! not 
preserve its credit; for he thought that members of 
Congiess whose province 


ways and means tor carrying on the Government, 
Should wait till all others of the public creditors 
were satisfied. Heretofore they hed been the first 


to be provided for, but in his opinion they should | 
Altera few remarks deprecating the | 


be the last. 


inconveniences of hurried legislation, Mr. W. read 
his amendment. 


Mr. ARNOLD objected to the amendment, as 


being entirely out of order; but he merely rose to 
make aremark,in reply to the geptieman from 
Virginia, (Mr. Wise.] The gentleman went for 
the issue of ‘Treasury notes; he (Mr, A.) went with 
bim; but, although he went for them, the gentleman 
had said he would not receive one single dollar of 
them for bis per diem bill. 

Mr. WISE denied that he had said this, and ex- 
plained his former remarks; but was not heard at 
the Reporte r’s desk. 

Mr. ARNOLD? said that amounted to the same 
thing exacily. The gentleman came before the 
country, advocating an issue of Treasury notes, to 
be circulated througnout the land, but would not 
take himself. How could the gentleman reconcile 
this with honesty or honor? 

Mr. VAN BUREN asked if this was in order? 

Mr. ARNOLD said he would proceed then in 
order. This might suit the gentleman from Vir 
gin.a (be continued) very well; he might bave 
credit, or other funds, and be independent of his per 
diem; but what sort of a predicament does it place 
us in, (said Mr. A.) who are exactly situated as 
this Government is now—who have neither money 
nor credit? (Laughter There were many of 
them who had to depend on their per diem before 
they could get their diuners—who were just like 
the Goverament—who had neither money nor 
credit, and therefore must take Treasury notes; 
and if the notes must be ‘‘shaved,” at two or five 
per cent. they had to pay it. [Laughter.] 

As to the point of order, he would say that there 
Was no relevancy in any point of view in the 
amendment of the geatleman from Virginia to the 
bill. It was one of the plainest questions of order 
ever raised before the House, and the Speaker 
must reject the amendment. 

Mr. FILLMORE had hoped that the personal 
appeal he made to the gentleman from Virginia 
would have induced him to have withheld this 
amend ent to some other occasion, because he 
was entirely salistied, if they went into the discus- 
sion of the Distribution bill, that they would 
nearly see dogdays before they provided for the 
present exigencies of the Treasury. 

But if the gentleman persisied in the amend- 
ment, he (Mr. F.) made the point of order, and 
suggested if they could introduce an amendment to 
repeal the distribution act, they might also intro- 
dace the repeal of the bill for raising revenue ge- 
nerally trom duties. They bad a rule of the House 
which provided that no amendment to a bill was 
in order that did not relate to the subject-matter of 
ihe bill self. Clearly a bill relating to the distri- 
bution of the proceeds of the public lands had 
nothing to do witha Treasury note bill. He hoped, 
therefore, that the amendment would be rejected by 
the Chair. 

Mr. WELLER moved that the committee rise. 
Tellers were called for, and the motion prevailing, 
by ayes 83, noes 64, the committee rose. 

And the House adjourned. 
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Petitions, on leave, were presented by Messrs. 
POPE and POWELL. 

Mr.WOOD, on leave, offered the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted: 

Resolved, " 
take Into cor 


shall require 


That the Committee on Commerce be requested to 
leration the propriety of introducing a bill which 


appointments of consular and commercial! 





al 


ageuts of the Government to be made from citizens of the 
United States; also, to inquire into the expediency of compen- 
eating such officers by fixed salaries, and not by fees; and whe- 


ther, after dividing them into four classes, with salaries accord- 
ing to the importance, duties, and living expenses of their sta- 
tions, the arnount of fees now received will not be sufficient to 
pay the whole expense arising from such regulation. 
Tv 7 * . 

Mr. LINN of New York, on leave, offered the 
following resolations: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 








be instructed inquire into the expediency of amending 
the 3d see { the act of the 4thof July, 1886, so as to em 
brace widows whose marriage took place before the 3d day of 
March, 1753. 

Whereas, in consequence of the benefits of the act of the 7th 


of July, 1838, having expired on the 4th of March, 1£41, many 
widows who enjoyed them are now leftin their declining days 
in indicent circumstances: Therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pen. 
sions inquire into the expediencyaf reporting a bill continu- 


ing said actin force for a period not beyond the 4th of March, 
1s46. 


Whereas the Ist section of the act granting half-pay to certain 
widow, passed dth July, 1536, is construed to apply only to 
the widows of such officers and soldiers whose husbands died 
in consequence of wounds received since April 20, 1818, and 
thus no provision exists for widows whose husbands died in 
consequence of wounds received in the war of 1812, or previous 
to the 20th of April, 1818: Therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be di 
rected to inquire into the expediency of making some suitable 
provision by law for the widows aforesaid, whose cases are not 
embraced by sail act. 

Whereas. by the construction placed upon the act of the 7th 
of July, 1838, many widows whose husbands died subsequent to 
its passage are denied its benefits: Therefore 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary Pensions 
inquire into the expediency of reporting a bill placing said act 
on the same footing with the act of July 4, 1836, which, by a 
joint resolution of Congress, passed July 7, 1838, was made to 
apply to widows whose husbands died after, as well as before, 
its passage. 


Which resolutions were adopted. 

Mr. GORDON, on leave, offered the following 
resolution, which was adopted. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a post route from Ontario in the county of Otsego, State of 
New York, via Butternut and New Berlin, to Sherburne, in the 
county of Chenango, in the aforesaid State. 

Mr. PAYNE asked leave of the Houze to:pre- 
sent a petition, to the reception of which Mr. 
Apams objecting— 

Mr. P. moved a suspension of the rules for its 
reception; but, at the suggestion of several gentle- 
men, modified the motion so as to suspend the rules 
for the general reception of petitions. 

The question was then taken, and decided in the 
aflirmative, two thirds voting therefor—Ayes 110, 
noes 42. 

So the rules were suspended. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. GIDDINGS inquired of the Speaker if the 
appeal heretofore taken from the decision of the 
Chair by the gentleman from Maryland, (Mr. W. 
C. Jounson] with reference to a petition en the 
subject of slavery, was not now in order. 

The SPEAKER said it was not, as all the rules 
and orders of business had been suspended, but 
would be first whea petitions come up in order. 

The States and Territories were then called in 
order for petitions, which were presented as fol- 
lows: 

From Iowa: By Mr. A. C. DODGE: 

[The petition ef Frederick Dixon, of Jackson 
County, lowa Territory, praying Congress to grant 
him a compensation in land or money for wounds 
received and services performed, on the Southwest- 
ern frontier ef the United States. 

Petition of James Haskall, of Scott County, 
Iowa Territory, praying Congress to grant him 
compensation for long and arduous services per- 
formed in the regular army of the United®States; 
both of which, on motion of Mr. D. were referred 
to the Committee of Claims. 

Mr. Dopae also presented some additional 
testimony in support of the claim of Joseph Mor- 
gan of Des Moines County, Iowa Territory; which, 
together with his petition, and other papers touch- 
ing the said claim, were, on motion of Mr. D. re- 
ferred to the Committee on Invalid Pensions.] 

Mr. D. also moved that the memorial of the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the Territory of Iowa, together 
with the report of Lieut. Ruggles, respecting the claim 


of said Territory for services performed by her 
militia, and supplies furnished them by citizens 
during the existence of the the late boundary diffi- 
culty between Missouri and Iowa, be referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs } 

From Wisconsin: By Mr. H. DODGE, 

From Arkansas: By Mr. CROSS. 

From Alabama: By Messrs. PAYNE, CHAP- 
MAN, and HOUSTON. 

From Missouri: By Mr. JOHN MILLER. 

{Mr. Mitver presented a preamble and reso- 
lution of the General Assembly of the State of Mis. 
souri, instructing their Senators and requesting 
their Representatives in Congress to vote against 
the passage of any law to repeal the laws now in 
foree, providing for the naturalization of aliens, 
and resist all measures designed to cause further 
deley or difficulty in the atiainment of citizenship : 
referred to the Committee en the Judiciary, and or- 
dered to be printed.] 

From Illinois: By Messrs. 
NOLDS, and STUART. 

{[Mr. Stroart, on leave, introduced a bill esta- 
biishing a port of entry and delivery at the city of 
Chicago, [\linois; which was twice read, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. } 

From Mississippi: By Messrs. THOMPSON 
and GWIN. 

From Indiana: By Messrs. THOMPSON, KEN- 
NEDY, LANE, WALLACE, and CRAVENS. 

[Mr. Lang, on leave, introduced a bill to con- 
firm to George and Reuben Allen the title to cer- 
tain lands; which was twice read, and referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. ] 

From Louisiana: By Mr. MOORE. 

From Ohio: By Messrs. STOKELY and GID- 
DINGS. 

{Mr. Gippixas presented a memorial from cer- 
tain legal voters of Lenox, in the county of Ashta- 
bula, and State of Ohio, praying Congress to re- 
peal the laws regulating or sanctioning the holding 
or transportation of persons as slaves in vessels of 
the United States sailing coastwise from one State 
to another; and to pass Jaws protecting the rights 
of all persons claimed or held as slaves who may 
be constitutionally entitled to their freedom by 
going to sea, with the consent of their masters, be- 
yond the jurisdiction of the State in which they 
are legally held to be slaves. ]} 

Mr. W. COST JOHNSON objected to the re- 
ception of the petition, as probibited by a rule of 
the House in relation to petitions for the abolition 
of slavery. 

Mr. WISE supported the objection, strenuously 
insisting that the memorial amounted to a prayer 
for the abolition of slavery on board any American 
vessel, whether public or private, in which a slave 
was carried three leagues out to sea—a new shape of 
the Abolition question, and one that went beyond 
any thing heretofore attempted. He held that the 
deck of an American ship was a portion of the 
territory of the United States, let her be in what 
part of the world she might. 

Mr. GIDDINGS replied to the question of or- 
der, contending that the memorial did not pray for 
the abolition of slavery, and did not, therefore, 
come within the rule. 

Mr. LEWIS WILLIAMS asked if the debate 
was in order. 

The CHAIR decided that it was in order to dis- 
cuss the legality of the reception. 

Mr. ARNOLD remonstrated, and insisted that, 
until the Cairn had decided whether the memorial 
would be received, and an appeal had been taken 
from that decision, the discussion was out of or- 
der. 

The CHAIR, after taking some time to compare 
the words of the memorial with the wortlg of the 
prehibitory rule, decided that the former part of 
the memorial did involve a prayer for aboli- 
tion, and therefore fell within the rule; but that the 
latter portion, which prayed the passage of laws 
“protecting the rights of all persons claimed or 
held as slaves who may be constitutionally entitled 
to their freedom,” did not; whereupon, 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved that this latter portion 
of the memorial be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina insisting 
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Se err 





that the question of the reception of the memorial, 
which had been raised by Mr. Jonnson of Mary- 
land, was stili pending, moved to lay that question 
on the table. 

After explanations and inquiries, and 


a pretty 
warm colloquy between Mr. Apams and the 


SpEAKER— 

The CLerk commenced the call of the roll on 
the question of laying the question of reception cn 
the tabie; and Mr. Apams’s name having been 
called— 

Mr. ADAMS (addres:ing himself to the Speaker) 
said he would not answer to the question as it 
now stood. 

The SPEAKER. The House will determine 
whether the gentleman shail violate all the ral 
of order or not. 

Mr. ADAMS. The & 
violate them. 

The roll having been called through, anc 
vote being about to be anfiounced— 

Mr. MATHIOT rose and inquired ot the 
Speaker if there was nota rule of this House re- 
quiring members who are present to vote? He 
moved thai this rule be enforced, and would state 
for the information of the House that Messrs. 
Bowne and Gorpon were within the bar when 
their names were cailed, and did not vote, for rea- 
sons best known to themselves. 

Mr. BOWNE said he desired to say to. this 
House, and to the learned gentieman trom Ohio, 
that at the time his name was called he was in 
conversation, and did not hear it. He was per. 
fectly free to vote. He never dodged. 

{The Crerk then cailed Mr. B's 
which he responded in the affirmative.] 

Tne SPEAKER stated that the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Matuiot} had informed the House that 
Mr. GorDon was present, and had not answered 
to his name, ard had iacved that Mr. 
pelled to give his voie. 

Mr. J.G. FLOYD addressed an inquiry to the 
Chair, which was not heard, and in reply to 
which— 

The SPEAKER said it was for the Honse to 
exercise its own authority in the case ; there was 
nothing in the rules defining the process by which 
members were to be compelied io vote. 

{Mr. Gorpon addressed the Speaker, but did not 

proceed with his rema:ks; the Houce presenting a 
scene of much confusion, several meinbers simul- 
taneously claiming the floor, among whom some 
conversation arose, cf which the first that could be 
heard was as follows:] 
§ The SPEAKER, in reply to an inquiry of Mr. 
Apams, said the the question before the House was 
on the motion to lay 
reception raised on the latter clause of the petition, 
which was not rejecied by the rule. 

Mr. ADAMS. The question of reception! My 
ears made it sound, when before siated by 1 
Speaker, like laying on the table 

Tbe SPEAXER said the gentleman from Mas- 
sachuselts was not in order. 

Mr. ADAMS believed he was in order. He 
wanted to know what the question was before the 
House. 

Some further confused conveisatioa tovk place, 
when 

The SPEAKER said the question was on the 
motion of the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. Marnior] 
relative to the vote of the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Gorpon.]} 

Mr. BRIGGS apprehended that this was not ihe 
time to try the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Gorpon,] in the midst of the call of the yeas and 
nays, and hoped the vote would be declared. 

Mr. L. WILLIAMS hoped the rules of the 
House would be maintained. 

Mr. GORDON asked to be excused from voting. 

The SPEAKER said this request was not in or- 
der: and was about announcing to the House the 
result of the yeas and nays; when, alter some con- 
versation— 

Mr. GORDON, his name having again been 
called by the Clerk, voted in the affirmative. 

Mr. WISE asked if the House insisted on the 
votes of all alike? There was another member 
who had refused to vote, 
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Will the 





wiedicmen from Vir- 











ginia name the member? 

Mr Speake already named 
khim—th from achusetts, [Mr. 
ApDaMs. |] 

- MATH moved that the rules be e: 
forced aga ihe gentleman from Massachusetts, 
[M-. - 

Mr SI ‘ANLY } ped th’s motion would be post- 
poned until the first Monday in December next 
We know the gentieman from Massachusetts to 
well, (continued Mr. S)a i that !} not to > 
overcome t ve ha ried him befor 

Se x , , ‘ : we ? 
he i \ 

The SPEAKER then « ared the y - 
ing on tre tab a arte m of 1 p raised 
aINS the pethon, waien also carries the petition 
with it,) yeas 104, navs €6, as follows: 

Y E A > — Vie: i anal WwW. A if * A rring. 
ton, Atherton, Burton, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, 
Saron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Caas. Browa, 
Lurke,S. H. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick 
C. Caidwell, Jonn Campbeli, William B. Camp- 


bell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary 
man, Clifford, Coir Daniel, Garrett Davi 
son, Dean, Deberrv, Doan, Ea 
Edwards, Charles A. Floyd, 


™, Foster, Gamble, 


Gentry, 
liam OQ. Goode, Gordon, ¢ 
Habersham, Harris, Hays, Hopkins, 
Hous'oa, Hubard, Hunter, Charies J. 
Joseph R_ Ivgersoll, Wm. Cost 
John . 4 Lane, 
Robert ig ee McKay, 
Marshall, Johu Thompson Mi am Mathew s, Me- 
dill, Meriwetl ser, Miller, Newhard, Owsley, Payne, 
Pope, Poweil, Proffit, A , Alexander Randall, Reding, 


» Cnap- 
:, Daw- 
nian, John C. 
Fornance, Thomas 
Gilmer, Goggin, Wil- 
xraham, Green, Gwinn, 
Houck, 
Ingersoll, 
Johnson, Keim, 
Abraham MeClella 
Marchand, Thomas F. 


DP avy Vie Ph ¢ Pico » vel Sony 
Reynolds knet’, f : Roosevelt, Saunde ‘ 
Shaw, She ri erd, William S vith, Snyder, Sollers, 


Stanly, Steenrod, John T. Stuart, § 
ferro, John B. Thom 
Jacob Thompson, 


Summers, Talia- 
son, Richard W. Thompson, 
Triplett, Van Bure n, Ward, 
Warren, Washington, Weller, Westbrock, a 8 
W.- Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, Wise and Wood—104 C 





NAYs.—Meszrs. Allen, Siaerlock J. Andrews 
Arrold, B cock Ba ‘ Barnard B rdsevye 
Blair, rdman Gorden, | er, Bi 
Brockway, «Bronson, J r 


Casey, Childs 
WN. Clarke. Cli: 
Rich. D. Dav's, Doig, Jonn Edwards, Eve 





Ferris, Fessenden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, + 
Lawrence Foster, Ga . Giddings, Patrick G 
Goode, Granger, Gusune, W. S. Has‘ines Henry, 
Howard, idson, James Irving, Wm. W. Irwin, 


James, Andrew Kennedy, Lawrence, Linn. Lowel 
McKeon, Alfred Marshall, Mathiot, Mattock 
Maxwel!, Maynard, Morris, Morrow, Osborne, 
Piumer, Ramsay, Benjamin Randall, Randolph, 
Rideway, Rodney, Wm. Russel', James M. I 

, Sanford, Simonton, Slade, Tru- 


, 


man Smith, Stokely, Alexander H. Ef. Stuart, 
‘ i + ry 1 vr > ry - 7] 
Tillinghast, Tolaad, Tomlinson, Trumbull, Un- 


derwood, Van Rensselear. Wallace, R. C. Win- 


thron, Yorke, Aueustus You: + and John You g 
—& fy 
the motion to en- 


Mr. M4 TH OF ren renewe 
force the rules ag tt 
chusetts. 
The SPEAKER said it would be necessary fe 
the gentleman from Ohio to intreduce a re 
on the subject 
The motion not being further pushed, this sub- 
ject was dropped, 
sented. 
Mr. GIDDINGS next presented a petition ’ 
ing that nc? people of the free States be relieved 
from al! obligation to sustain the institutior 
slavery. 
Mr. WISE 
rule so as 
The SPEAKER replied in the negative 
Mr. WISE 
moved that the question 
table. 
Mr. ADAMS raised the point of order whether 
the gentleman from Virginia had a right to makea 
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motion, aud then immediately move to lay that mo- 


- 
od 


Mr. Wy SE, This 


ve pion ol 


is not the case. I merely ob- 
f the petition; thereby the 
question of reception being raised, I moved to lay 

t I know whatI am at 


\ 
that question on the taoie 


We all know that very well, 


IWISEI i 


[DDINGS a fly diseussed 





( rder, as to the reception of the peti- 
t the rule, and their conversation was in- 
te ed b re 
LE WIL, [AMS, who said he hoped 
i ) ould not be indulged. 
Tre guesiion was then taken n, and decided in the 
allim~mauive FOuOWS: yeas 105, nays 86. 
ir. GIDDINGS then presented a petition re- 
egainst the admission of any new 
Stat the Unicon whose Constitution tolerates 
Mr. CAMPBELL of South Carolina, moved to 
lay the question of the recepiton of the petition on 


the table; which motion, after a brief conversation 
was carrie’: Yeas 100, nays 82. 

Mr. GIDDINGS said that, to justify himself to 
the country, he would state that he held in his 
hand the petitions of some ten thousand electors, 
from various States of the Union, but mostly from 
Obio, among whom were members of the Senate 
and House of Representatives of that State, and 
o'her gentlemen of the highest standing, praying to 
be relieved om the expense and disgrace of hold- 
ing persons im slavery, and of the slave trade. But 
after vhat had passed to-day, he said he should feel 
justified withholding them, and would submit 
the question to the peopie of the free States to say 
how far they will submit to these legislative indig- 
nities. 

Petitions were fur » r presented 
Messrs. DEAN, C. MORRIS, M 


from Ohio, by 
ATHIOY, and 


remon- 
fany rule by Con- 
gress sligma!izipg petiliens on the subject of slavery, 
or placing them in any way ona different footing 


Mr. ANDREWS presented a pelition, 
straling against the ad 


mit r 
proud ¢ 


from other petiuons. 
Mr. CAMPBELL of Sonth Carolina moved to 


» petition on the ia)! 

on Mr. ADA ‘MS called the yeas and 

were demanded by the House, and, 
sulted as follows: 





i Viessrs. Landaff W. Andrews, Ar- 
rinat erton, Barton, Beeson, Bidlack, Bowne, 
Milton Brown, C. Brown, Burke, Samson H. 


Butler, Green W. Caldwell, P. C. Caldweil, 


John Campbell, William B. Campbell, Thomas 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Carey, Chapman, Clifford, 
Coles, Cross, Daniel, Garrett Davis, Dawson, 


Dean, Easimas, J. C. Edwards, Fornance, Thomas 
EF Foster, Gentry, Gilmer, Goggin, William O. 
Goode, Gordon. Graham, Green, Gwin, Haber- 
ham, Harris, Hays, a Tes, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
J. R. Ingersoll, Jack, Witliam Cust Johnson, Isaac 
D. Jones, Keim, Joha P. Rcaneix. Lane, Abra- 


hem McClel'an, R bert McClellan, McCay, Mar- 
chand, ‘I’. F. Marshall, John T. Mason, Mathews, 
Medill, Meriwevher cewhard, Ows ley, Payne, 
Pope, Powell, Pref Alexander Randall, Red; 
ing, Reyne , Rhett Rige = Srunde rs, Shaw, 
Shepperd, \ am Smith, Sayder, Sollers, Stanly, 
Steenrod, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thomp- 


a 
son, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Tripiett, Van Buren, Waid, Watren, Washington, 
Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Lewis Williams, 
Wise and Wood—99. 
NAYS—Messrs Adams, Allen, S. J. Andrews, 
Arnold, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Birdseye, Blair, 
Boardman, Borden, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, 
Bronson, Burnell, Casey, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. 
Clark, 5. N. Clarke, Clinton, Cooper, Cowen, 
Cran:ton, Cravens, R aren D. Davis, Deberry, 
Doig, John Edwards, Egbert, Everett, Ferris, Fes- 
senden, Fillmore, John G. Floyd, Charles A, 
Floyd, A. Lawrence Foster, Gates, Giddings, 
Patrick G. Goode, Granger, Gustine, Hall, Wm. 
S. Hastings, Henry, Hudson, Hunt, Wil iam Ww, 
Irwin, James, Andrew Kennedy, Lawrence, Linn, 
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— en nome acta ast 
Lowell, McKeon, Alfred Mar hail, Samson Ma- | 
son, Mathio!, Mattock May ynard , Morrow, Par- 


menter, Partridge, Pendieton, Plumer, Benjamin 
Randall, Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Roosevelt, 


Wo. Russe!!, James M. Russell, , San- 


Daltonsia!! 


ford, Slade, Stokely, John TV. Stuart, Tilling- 
hast, Toland, Tomlinsen, Trumbul!, Underwood, 
Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Thom . Williams, 
Winthrop, Yorke, Augusius Young, and John 
Young—s9. 

Thus the petition was laid on the table. 

Mr. ANDREWS, afier presenting one or two 


other petitions of a 
the question of reception was raised and 
the table, said that he had some fifteen 
the same nature, which he had been 
present, but would forbear doing sv, as he sup- 
posed from ned cision of the House to-< 
would be re yec ed. 

Mr. WE [LER presented several 
the subject of slavery; which, on his 
laid on the table. 

COWEN 


milar ¢ which 
laid oa 


petitions of 


varacier, on 
} 


. j 
requesied to 
they 


lay 


pe titions on 
mouon, were 


said he had several petitions of 


this kiad which, although he was unwilling to oc- 
cupy the time of the House by taking the yeas and 
nays, he felt furced to present, to be disposed of a 
the House thovght pr per. He then presented a 
number cf petitions, Which were severally rejected 
or jald on ihe tabdie 

ir. STAN iL ¥Y asked if it was in order to move 
a reconsideration of the vote DY whieh the petitions 


' 


presented by ihe gentl 
LER] were 
allention of 


n Ohio {Mr 


laid on the table. Ele mere 


. WEL- 
ly called the 
although 


man ir 


. . 
* riouse ine fac ii 


the gentleman had voted tor the lst rule, be 
yet feli himseli boun! to present abolition peti- 
tions. 

Mr. WELLER said he had felt bound to pre- 


sent the petitions of bis constituent from 


; and as, 


the recent decisions of the House, they were re- 
jected, he had moved to lay them on the table. 

Mr. STANLY said he wished it might be re- 
membered that gentlemen who belonged to the 
Whig party, and were opposed to the 2lst rule, 
who presented such petitions, were influenced by 


like considerations. 


: 
Petiiions were further presented— 





From Ohio: By Messi STOKELY and P. G. 
GOODE: 

From Tennessee: By Mr. ARNOLD 

From Kentucky: By Messrs. J. B. THOMPSON 
TRIPLErT, L. W. ANDREWS, and G. DA 
VIS. 

Mr. G. DAVIS pressnted 


a petilion asklog [or 
the repeal of th law. 
Mr. CRAVE 


tition to the Cx 


Bankrupt! 
eee 
AWS moved 


ymimitiee on the 


once of the pe 
Judiciary, with ia- 
structions to to reporta bill repeal- 
ing the bankrupt law, and on this motien called 
the previous question. 

Mr. PROFFIT raised a pointof order that the 
resoiulion must lie over one 
debate, and against the propriety of the previou 
question under the circumstance in 
was now moved. He 

Mr. CHITTENDEN moved to lay the petition 
on the table. 

~~ ng which moticn, a motion was made by 
Mr. J. T. MASON that the House adjourn; 
prevailing— 

The House adjourned. 


rf . 

toe reiere 
that conimittee 
day, as giving rise to 


whicna it 
moved a call of the Hvuuse. 


which 


Of the petitions 


have be 
Mr. COWEN presented the petition of twenty- 
four leg al volers of Belmont county, Ohio, again 
ging the right of petition. 


a rule or law abrid 


presented to-day, the fol] 
n brought to the notice « 


oOwWwlhe 


ot ihe Reporter: 








Also, a petition the same, praying for the 
removal of the f Government. Not re- 
ceived. 

Also, a petition from the same, for ihe repeal of 


certain jaws and constitut 
mentioned. Not received 
Also, a petition frem the 
certain laws therein mentioned, 
Also, a resolution to refer the 
Dillon to the Committee of Claims. 
Also, a resolution to refer the claim of 


ional provisions 


same, forthe repeal of 
x ><}, 


Nit 
ayol Teceive 


claim of Josiah 


Wm. 





CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


| Beat i for a pension, to the. Committ tlee on Revolu- 
tionary Pensions. 

RNOLD presented the petition of Lieut. 
Justice, of Green county, Tennessee, an 
officer of the late war, praying to be placed on 
the invalid pension roll; which was referred accord- 
ingly. 

Mr. CASEY presented the proceedings of a large 
and respeciable meeting of the citizens of Coles 
county, [liinois, held at Greenup, in said county, 
askiag an appropriation for the completion of the 
national road in said State; which, on his motion, 
was referred Committee of Ways and 
Meau . 


Mr. C 














I aac 


4 
the 


. also introduced papers explatatory of the 
claim of Ashal Lee, Lemuel Lee, and Harvey 
Lee, for extra work on the national road, first sec- 
tion of the western division in Illinois; and, on his 
motion, they were referred to the Committee of 
Claims. 

Mr. MOORE, of Louisiana, presented the fol- 
lowing petitions: 

Of inhabitants of Concerdia, Louisiana, for a 
post route from Red River Landing to New Car- 


thage; of cilizens of Concordia and Catahoula, 
Louisia rf a post road to Flowery Mound; 
which w ferred to the Committee on the Post 


Office al st Roads 

Also, of the heirs and ntatives of 
Christ Teal, of Louisiana; of Eugene Bore}, 
of Louistar la; of Elizabeth Foley and others, ot 
J Louis E. Triche!, of Louisiana; 
pport of the claim of Heegh Mul- 
Hollan; evidence in support of the claim of Frede- 
rick Williams, assignee of James Crowe; evidence 
in support of the claim of John Close; clsim of 
yeorge Denassau. Which were referred to the 
Commiiiee on Private Land Claims. 

Also, of Jonn N. and B. H. Payne, of Loui- 
siana; which was referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

Also, the proceedings of a Whig convention 
held at Baton Rouge, La. on the 4th October, 1841; 
which was !aid on the table, 

Also, the memoria! of Lucius 


lat; 
jation ty 


legal renrese 


pber 


wOouUisianay 


evitence in su 


C. Duncan, in re- 
the Bankrupt law; which was referred 
the Committee on the Juc a 

Mr. GIDDINGS presented a petition, and spoke 
i tale great pleasure in presenti ing to 
» Flouse a ition of ' gentlemen in 


* 9) 
‘ | 


as follows: 


a number of 


Warren, in the county of Trumbull, and Siate of 
Ohio, calling the attention of Coneress to the wheat 
growing interests of the Northwest, and asking the 
aljoption of such measures as will ‘procure admis- 
sion of our wheat to foreign ports upon mau! of 


reciprocity. 


This, 


vement 


I believe, is the first dis- 
made on this floor in favor of an 
est destined at no distant day to stand first in 
importance among the subjects claiming the atten- 
tion of Government. All the other interests of 
the North and South have heretofore received the 
fostering care of Government, but to this day the 
welfare of our people engaged in growing grain 
has been overlooked. Sir, I feel grateful to the 
petitioners who have made me the humble instru- 
mentof presenting to this House the first peiition 
on this subject. In accordance with the practice 
of the House, I move its reference to a select com- 
mittee. 

Mr. STOKELY pre 
Tomlin 
and of 


tinet me 


thin 
ait 


sented the petition of Carrier 
n, Joha Robinson, and others, 70 men; 
Elizabeth McMillan, Hannah Coates, and 


others, 99 women, of Jefferson county, Ohio, re- 
monstrating against the annexation of Texas to 
the Union, &c. Referred to the Committee on 


Foreign Relations, 

Also, the petition of William Robinson, Joseph 
Wood, and 60 other men; and of Jane Robinson, 
Mary Ann Updegraff, and 90 other women, of Jef- 
ferson county, Ohio, praying for the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Columbia and the Terri- 
tories ef the United States, and the domestic slave 
trade; which he moved might be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the memorial and petition of Thomas Lee, 
W. Welch, and others, 130 legal voters of Harri- 
son county, Ohio, praying that proper steps be 
taken for the repeal of all laws, &c. by which the 
people of the free States or the Government are 


| 





Eg 








bound to protect the institut on of slavery. 
red to the Commiitee on the Judiciary. 

Also, the memorial and petitioa of A. F. Han. 
na, Littleton Hill, and others, 153 citizens of the 
same county, praying Congress to lecognise the 
independence of Hayti. Referred to the Commit- 
tee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. MATHIOT presented the petition of John 
Monroe and 270 others, of Muskingum county, 
Ohio, praying the early passage of a law  prohibit- 
ing the transporiation of the mail on the Sabbath 
day. 

Also, the petition of William Butler and others, 
praying that a mail route be established from 
Zanesville, Muskingum county, Ohio, by Baxter’s 
and Bealmen’s cross roads, to Frazeysburgh, in 
said county. 

Also, the petition of Jacob Crumbaker and 
others, praying that the mail route from Zanes. 
ville to Salt creek, in Muskingum county, Ohio, be 
extended, on the nearest and best route, to Cum- 
berland, in Guernsey county, and thence back to 
taltcreek, by the way of Calhoun’s mill. 

Mr. ST UART of Illino’: presenied the petition 
of N. Belcher and others, e:'izens of Illinois, prey- 
ing that patents may be issued in certain cases 
where informal purchases have been made in the 
Galena land office, Iinois. 

Also, the petition of 87 persons, navigating and 
transacting business on the Northero lakes, pray- 
ing the establishment of a port of entry at Chicago, 
Illinois. 

Also, a letier 
State of Hingis. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Missi:sippi presented the 
memorial of the President and Directors of Grand 
Gulf Railroad Company. 

Mr. H. DODGE, delegate from Wisconsin, 
presented the f¢ owing petitions from the citizens 
of that Territory, ou the 6:h instant, all of which 
were referred to the appropriate committees, viz : 
Four petiiions asking for a mail, route from South 
Port to Beloit; eight for a barbor at Southport; 
three for an appropriation fora road from South- 
port to Beloit; memorials from the Legislative As- 
sembly, asking appropriations for roads, to wil: 
from Milwaukie to Beloit, for the completion cf 
the road from M:)waukie through Madison to the 
Mississippi; from Southport to Beloit; a memorial 
of the officers of the schooner Dolphin, wrecked 
on Lake Michigan, near Racine; a peiiuon, and a 
memorial of the Legislative Assembly, asking an 
appropriation for a harbor at Racine; three pet- 
tions for an appropriation to improve the Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers; one for the establishment of a 
post route from Chicago, via. Geneva, Elkhorn, and 
White Water, to the seat of Jefferson 
county; one fora road from Southport to Burling- 
ton; two petitions for an appropriation for a har- 
bor at Milwaukie; a memorial from the Legisla- 
tive Assembly in behalf of the settlers on the line 
of the Milwaukie and Rock River Canal; a me- 
morial on the subject of schovl lands; a memorial 
in favor of the settlers on the canal lands; a me- 
morial for the improvement of the navigation of 
the Mississippi river; a memorial for the construction 
of a railroad from Lake Michigan to the Missis- 
sippi; a memorial for the improvement of the 
Fox, Rock, and Peckatonika and Platte rivers, 
and also of the Grant Sloo; a petition for a mail 
route from Madison to Monroe in Green county; 
petition of George H. Walker for the right of pre- 
emption to “*Walker’s Point,” at Milwaukie; peti- 
tion of Joseph Rulette asking for the confirmation 
of the title of John Campbell to a tract of land 
adjoining the town of Prairie du Chien; petition of 
the citizens of Platteville and vicinity, residing on 
reserved mineral lands, to be allowed to purchase 
the improvements; pet ition of inhabitants on the 
Canal lands, that they may enter their lands at the 
minimum price; a memorial from the President 
(Geoge Medeira) and trustees of the town of Poto- 
si, asking for a grant of Jand for the improvement 
of the navigation of Grant riverto the town ot 
Potosi. 

After the presentation and reference of the 
above memorials and petitions, Mr. DODGE 
stated that in accordance with a notice which he 
given some time since, he would then ask leave 


Refer. 


froma the District Judge of the 


a un try 
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to i ntroduce a bill for the construc tion of harbors 
at Milwaukie, Racine, and Southport; also a bill 
for the improvement of the navigation of the Wis- 
consin and Neenah rivers. 

The SPEAKER remarked that bills could not 
now be received but by the general conseat of the 
House. 

Mr. D. then said he would ask consent of the 


tai 


House to introduce said bills. 
Objection being made, the bills were not re- 


ceived. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Satourpay, January 8, 1842 
Mr. BRIGGS, on leave, offered the 


following 
resolution; which was adopted: : 


Resolved, That the Committee on Public Expenditures | 
instructed to inquire into the quality aud amount of furniture 
purchased or contracted for the new custom-house in New 
York; whether it “is plain and substanual,’? and whether a 


“proper economy has been exercised in the matter.” Als, 
fut the r to inquire Whether there has been any reduction in the 
number of persons employed inthe custom-house in the city 
of New York, or any reduction of the expenses of the same 
iring the last year, and what reduction may be made in the 
number of persons employed in and expenses of said custom 
house, without detriment to the public service. 

Petitions, on leave, were presented by Messrs. 
J. L. WILLIAMS, LEVY, and CARUTHERS. 

Mr. CUSHING said that he had been instructed 
by the Committee on Foreign Affairs to report two 
bills, which good faith towards the Government cf 
France, and also that of Spain, requires to be 
acted on promptly; and he begged permission of 
the House to present the bills in question, that they 
might be printed and reterr = to the Committee o! 
the Whole on the state of the Union. 

The bills were twice wth ordered, with the ac- 
companying reports, to be printed, and referred to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, as fellows: 

A bill regulating commercial 
the port of Cayenne, in the Colony of French 
Guiana, and to remit ceriain duties. 

A bill concerning tonnage duty on Spanish ves. 
sels. 

Mr. LEVY asked leave to offer resolutions of 
inquiry of the Secretary ot War relative to the 
state of the Florida, war; which were not received, 


objections being made, and which are as follows: 

Resoived, That the Secretary of War 
this House the cause of the recent unobstrt 
the hostile Indians in Florida 1n the midst o 
Mandarin; what force was 





intercourse with 


be directed to report 





ted appearance of 
ithe ss in 
stationed in that vicinity for the 
protection of the inhabitants east of the St Johns, 
measurea Were taken for the pursult and punisti 
rauders. ; 
Resolved, further, That the Secretary of War be direct 
report to this louse What measures are 
tection of the lives anc 





en{s at 


and what 
nent othe 1 


employed for the 
1 prope rty of the inhabitants of Florida 
and whether any, and what, further legislation is necessary ti 
enable the Executive to provide for the due protection and for 
the suppression of the Ladian hostilivies stall pendi: 











Resolved, further, That the Secretary be further directed 
to report to this House what number of murders have been 
committed by the Indians in Florida since the disbandment of 
Read’s brigade of volunteers, and of the causes which prevent 
euch provision for the defence of the settleinents in Florida ; 
will give proper security of person and | roperty to the citizens 
ofsaid Territory. 

Resolved, Tiiat the said Secretary be further directed to re 
port to this House what force hus been withdrawn trom Flori 


da since the adjourment of the last session of Congress, the dis 
position made of the force thus withdrawn, and the reason of 
lis withdrawal. 


Mr. LOWELL asked leave to introduce a bill 
for the relief of Rebert 
ceived by him while in the naval service of the 
United States: leave not granied. 

Mr. JOSEPH Ba: WILLIAMS presented the 
memorial of a c®nvention recently held in Knox- 
ville, asking an appropriation for a survey of the 
Tennessee river, with a view to the improvement 
of its navigation: referred io the Committee on 
Commerce. 

he orders of the day were then called for by 
several. 

Mr. BIDLACK said he had been desirous for 
some time to have an opportunity to present some 
petitions which he had received from the district 
represented by his colleague, [Mr. Dimock,] who 
was detained by illness; he therefore hoped the cail 
of the States would be pre ceeded with, and that the 
cali for the orders would not be insisted on. 

The SPEAKER said that the first business in or- 
der would be the motion of the gentleman from 
New York {Mr. Crirrenpen] to lay on the table 
the petition presented yesterday by Mr. G. Davis, 






Ramsay, for injuries re- 





had not b la 
same character ; te 
| 
| 


CONGRESS SION AL GL OBE. 


to repeal the Bankrupt act, together with the mo- 


rt 

tion of Mr. Cravens of Indiana to refer the same 
to the Committee on the Jud:ciary, with instruc- 
tions to bring ina billin accordance with the prayel 
of the petition 

Mr. G. DAVIS moved a call of the Hous 
Which motion prevailing i@ roll having been 
calle 1, 184 ! c elr r é 

Mr. G. DAY move iat ft r proceedings 
in the call | nded 

This m 1 W € | } necarve 

A ad une i Ci 1, Wr it Wa 
ascertained tha i f now in attend 
ali¢ 

Oa mot A RAN DC 2H, by aye L107 
n not 0 ! l ,eF ( n¢ 1 the Ca 
were ¢ I } 

= jure ni 1 urri en the 1 on of 
Mr. Cutt YEN to lay on the table— 


a WELLER 
which were orders 
Mr. BARNARD inquired of Fithe § speaker if there 
nted of the 
eferred to the 


n yesterday a petition pres: 
Committee on the Jadieiary? 
The ©PEAKER said he did not recollec'; it 
could b= ascertained by reference to the petitions. 
Mr. FiLLMORE iequested his colleague [Mr 
| CHITTENDEN Ly On the 
| table, as 3 : > repeal of 
| the Bankru would not vote to lay on the 
table; 
} 
' 
| 


thdraw the motion! 


were ¢ pposed to th 





and that the question be taken on the instruc- 
trons, as this wo t question 
Mr. CHITTE KEN 1 With ¥ his Motion 


to lay cn the table 
The question 
} demand for the previous qvestion 
Mr. WARREN made a question of order that 
it was not competent to meve special instructions 
to a commitiee ween petitions-elone were in order. 
The SPHAKER overruled the point of order. 
Mr. Wi: ARREN t then asked a 
ques stion, 
table. 
Afier a brief 
| yeas and nay 
were taken, and resulted as follow 


YEAS—M A sh 





curring on seconding the 


civision of the 
structions On the 


and moved to lay the 1} 


conversation on a point of order, the 
raving r ; od ogand lered 
having been asked and crdered, 











\ V Arn 
|} Baker, Barna Blair, Bou Brewster, Di Bi wa 
Bronson, M Broy Bul af 10 3, Chiatte 
den, Jolin ©. Cla a N. ¢ ( ( 
| Cushing, De vy. J Bw Evere 1 
} mor A. LL i G ( ( Gy 
| Haber il iH i | RK. J 
| ) } \W \ William Co 
j | i’ vy AN j Lawi e, Linn, 
McK p ’ m, ¥ Ma I Merri 
| we r, Moo VWorrow, O Powell, B 
jamin Rat i A r Ra Ridgeway ) 
| ey, Ro v LR MI.’ Russell, Baitor 
} aii, Sin 5 i 1, S = vy, Strat 
| . a = i W 'l ! I ’ 
| ril 1ast, ‘I 1, Tomlin ry l Van R t 
| Na \A I W WwW. Wi Lewi 
| W illia J W Wi Vi Yor! 
| 89) 
} NAY S-—M¢ In V ‘ Ww Arr \ Rai 
1 t i KB Bi Poy Roy Ban n 
| i Bark WA ' W 1 r, G. W. Caldw . 
|} Patrick C, ( W 3 ¢ Thomas J ¢ 
| ’ Car ( vy. Ca { Ch 1. ¢ ny 
| Cowen, Ciav aris ( ) Richa D. Dav 
} Dean, Doan, D i } J 0 ! it, Ferris 
j} J G. Floyd, ¢ LI is i FP. Foster 
i Ga G ( .G Vi O.G le, Gor a 
| Grah G Gu il J I i Holt 
Hoh iH Ho iM If r. Cha 1 J 
reYs Ja ( J Ke 4 [ Lew 
I well, A \ i N IcKa 
Marcha ‘ Mar ’ i I M 1 
i ny N M i Me Tiller, M is 
Newhard Ow . arn i P ridge, Payne, P! 
Pope, Pro Ramey, R Reynolds, R oR sa 
ford, Saunier shaw, = perd, William Smith ler 
Steenrod, Stoke y Ale H. H. Stuart, Summers. § umber, 
Sweney, Tali rro, Jo 3. Thompson, Triplett, Turney, 
Underwood, Van B Ward, Wattersor We r, West- 


brook, James W. Wilitanis, Christopher H. Williams, and 
Augustus Young—1! 

Thas the instructions were not laid on the table. 

The question now being on second 
mand for the previous qu jon— 

Mr. oe upp his ec league 


t 
VENS] t _ demand for the 


ne t} 


1e de- 


raf nw 
Liver. CRA- 


tA 





witne ir: iw 
question, to enable him to make a statement in re- 
ference to his vote on the question now pending. 
Mr. CRAVENS accordingly withdrew the de- 
mand for the previous question. 
Mr. LANE said that, at the extra 
had voted for the Bankrupt bill, not 


previous 


session, he 
in accordance 


| 


107 


in ‘dale to 


with his own judgment, bat | 
struct thoce instructions he considered still 
binding, and should, as at present advised, vote 
against ihe repeal of the Bankrupt Jaw; but were 
it not for the instructions, he should certainly vote 
for 1's Trepea l. 


ODS, 


[Cries of »” were here raised, 
Mr. ; concluded by renewing 
" viol uestion. 

“Tt HOMPSON of Mis 
omnia man trom 


for the previous quest 


“Order, order and 


the demand for the 





sissippi appealed to the 
Indiana to ‘iat his demand 
on, that he might state the 


reasons for his vote. 
[Cres of “No, no.*’] 
‘fhe demand for the previous question Was Se- 


conded by the EfLouse. 
Aud the question bei 
now pul?” 
Mr. BARNARD asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered by the House, and, being taken, re- 
sulted as follows: 


ng, “Shell the main ques- 


YEAS—Messrs. L. W. Andrews, Arrington, Atherton, Bar 
ton, Beeso Birdseye, Bowne, Boyd, M. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke. m H. Butler, William Butler, William O. 
sutler,Green W. Caldwell, Vatrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell, 
Williars B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Carey, Casey, 
Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Cravens, Daniel, Garrett Davis, 
Richard D. Davis, Dean, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Ed 
wards, Egbert, Ferris, John G.Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Gam 
le, Gentry, rin, Wiliiam O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, 
, Gwin, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, 


sam 










Green, Gustine 


' ypkins, Ifouek, Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Jack, Cave 
hoson, oo Andrew Keunedy, King, Lewis, Lowell, Abra- 
Ke Me c i, Robert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred 





Marsh ‘h s F. Marshall, John Thompson Mason, Mat- 
ck . Meriwether, Miller, Morris, Newhard, Owsley, 
Parme , Partridge, Payne, Pope, Proffit, Ramsey, Reding, 


Revi . Rhett, Riggs, Sanford, Saundets, Shaw, 
William Smith, Snyder 


Sweney, John B Thompso 


Shepperd, 
3, Steenrod, Summers, Sumter, 
. Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Van 


, Bolles 

















Saree, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, Jaines W. W il- 
lia ( stopher H. Williams, and Augustus Young—109. 
NAYS Messrs. Adams, Allen, S. J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Bidiack, Blair, Borden, Brewster, 
B: Biockway, Bro Barnell, Calhoun, Caruthers, 
Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Coope Y, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cushing, Dawson, Deberry, John Edwards, 
Evere Ie . we, A. Lawrence Foster, Thomas 
F. Foster, Gate s, Gilmer, Granger, Habersham, Hal), 
William 8. Has s, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Charles J. In- 
versoll, J. R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, William W. Irwin, James, 
William Co yin BP. Kennedy, sane, Lawrence, 
Linn, McK cmt Maxwell, Maynard, 
Moore, Osb lume , Powell, cae Ran 
Alexan ny yh, Ridg wi ry, Ro ine yy Roose- 
Woiliiar rt Saltonstall, Simonton, 
Trum ily, Stoke Suatton, Alexander H 
hi. Siua Jol “‘aliaterre, Rac hard W Thompson 
Jacob Thom Toland, Tomlinson, Trumbull, 
Van Rens il t ice, i Washington, Thomas W 
Williams, Lewis Williams, Joseph L. Willan Winthrop, 
W y 1 Yorke 97. 


iin the affirmative. 
ae question then being the main question on 
the instructions to the con to report a bill to 
repeal the bankrupt law— 

Mr. WELLER asked the yeas 
were ordered 

Mr. PROFFIT® : 


So the question Was decider 
‘I 

mittee 
which 


ra ayc- 
and nays, 


eested to his colleague [Mr. 


Cravens] to modify the iustrucuons by inssrting 
the word “forthwith.” 
Mc. STANLY hoped they would have nothing 


to do with the word “forihwith.” They had had 
enough of that in the New Jersey case. 
ir, PENDLETON askedil it was in order to 

move an amendment to the instractions? 

The SPEAKER replied in ihe negalive. 

Mr. HOWARD moved that the Elouse aljourn; 
on wh ck i ok yeas and nays having been asked and 
e House, Mr. HE. withdrew the mo- 





ordered 
lon. 

Mr. BARNARD, I renew the motion. 

Ar. STANLY. I renew the call for the yeas 
and nays. 

The yeas and nays 
House, were taken, and resulted as 
38, nays 167. 

So the House refused to adjourn. 

The question then recurring on the instructions, 

Mr. MILTON BROWN inquired of the Speaker 
if it was in erder to amend the instructions? He 
wanted to move an amendment so as to instruct 
the Commitice on the Judiciary to report a bill “to 
suspend the eperation of the bankrupt law until 
the first day of January next.” 

Tne SPEAKER replied that the amendment was 
not in order. 

Mr. HUNT appealed to the House te allow him 
an opportunity to give the reasons for his vote, 


haviog been ordered by the 
follows: yeas 


= 





the Judiciary was in- 
ta bill to repeal the act to esta- 


bli h a unifor 


.M. BROWN m 
on which the yea: 


wiih instructions 1 


previous questi 
never Would be 


MARSHALL. 


' HOPKINS su nieman from 


MARSHALL s 


ARNOLD ma 
in order to move instr 
cisely the same as had 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


in order to name a day on which to instrc*t a com- 
mitfee to report a bill? 
The SPEAKER said 


he rules against this: 
tb S against 1S; 


there was nothing in 
and that the motion of the 
nan from Kentucky (Mr. Marsa] was 


iN rose and said he considered it his 

y 'o make an effort to save this bill, and would 
ask for a 2 lof the House. 

Tone SPEAKER said it was too late to move a 

call of the House, as the previous question had 

moved and seconded. 
‘ ] } 277) Pe ’ 
aid ne would move 


Mr. IRVIN an adjournment 


On th.s the yeas and nays were asked an! or- 
{the House refused to adjourn by the 
ing vote: yeas 38, nays 158 
Phe question being on the demand for the pre- 
vious juest n— 
Mr. TiILLINGHAST rose to a question of or- 
‘. Therule provided thata ‘petitis n should not 
debated the same day a presented, but must lie 
over, if debate arises Was it in order, when no- 
lice was given of debate, to make any other dispo- 
siton of the debate—by the previous question or 
otherwise—than the rule had made? Did it net de- 
featthe very object of the rule, which was to pre- 
vent the blocking up of petitions? 

Phe SPEAKER said he had no doubt if the pre- 
vious question had not been moved, that the point 
of order would be correct; but the previous ques- 
tion havirg been moved, the debate was cut off, 
and therefore the petition was not required to lie 
over. 

Mr. MARSHALL said he had just understood 
that the regular day of meeting of the Judiciary 
Commitice was Tuesday, and be would therefore 
modify his wotion, by inserting “Tuesday,” instead 
of ve nday.’ 

Mr. BARNARD asked the yezs and nays on the 


previ stion; which were not ordered by the 
House 

The us question was then carried without 
a div n. 


And the question being on the main question— 

Mr. BARNARD asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

The main question on the reference of the peti- 
tions to the Committee on the Judiciary, with in- 
structions to reporta billto repea! the bavkrupt 
law, on Tuesday next, was then decided in the af- 
firmative, as follows: 


YEAS—M« Arrington, Atherton, Barton, Beeson, Pid- 
ick, Birdseye. Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brow Burke, S. HE. Butler, William Butler, Wm. O. Butier, 
G WwW. ¢ , Patrick C. Caldwell, John Campbell 
Willia B. Cam} Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary 
Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clinton, Cowen, Cravens, Daniel, 
Garret Davis, ichard D. Davis, Dean, Dean, Do East 





in. John C. Edwards, Egbert. Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles 
\ Floyd F ance, Thomas F. Foster, Gentry. Gilmer, Geg- 
! Willa 0. Goode, Gorda, Graham, G n, Gustine, 

iH J Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houcl 
ii ijubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave 
,» Keim, Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Lows Abraham 

ef Robert McClellan, MeKay, Marchand, A fred a i) 
I ; F. Marshall, J. Tl. Mason, Mathews, Ma <n 

» Miller, Newhard, Owsley, Parmenter, Part ridge, P ayt 

P Pope, Protlit, Reding, Reynolds, Rhett, Riggs, San- 
f Sann Shaw, Shepperd, Wm. Smith, snyder, Sol- 
s rod, A. H. H. Stuart, Summers Sumter, Sweney, 
Jot B Phompson, Triplett, Turney, Uncerwood, Van 

But Ward, Watte nm, Weller, Westbrook, James W. Wil 
a, ¢ dj fi, Williams, Wise, and Augustus Young 


112 
NAY"'—Messrs. Adams, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, AT- 
1, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Blair, Boar Iman, Borden, 


Brew Kriggs, Brockway, Bronson, Milton Brown, Bur- 
: Calho Chittenden, John C. Clark, S. N. Clarke 
c er, Cranston, Dawson, Deberry, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
A. Liwrence Foster, Gamble, Gates, Granger, Gwin, Haber 

Hall, Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingei 


s James Irvin, William W, Irwin, James, William C. John 
Join P. Kennedy, Lane, Lawrence, Linn, McKeo m 

















Mason, Mathiot, Maxweil, Miynard, Morrow, Osborne, 
P Hieron, Benjamin Randall Alexander Randall, Rando! ph, 
RK way, Rodney, Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. Rus 

Sa ul, Simonton, Slade, Truman Smith, Stanly, 
st Stratton, John T. Stuart, Taliaferro, Richat W. 
Ti Jacob Thompson, Laer hast, Tola Tomlinson, 
r Vv Rensse ier, Wallace, Wart vy "Wash ngton, 
I 1s W. Williams, Lewis Will liams, i Jo jeept iL. Williams, 
W it Wood, Yorke, and Johu Yo & 


. GE NERY moved to reconsider this vote. 
‘?y ELLER demanded the previous question 
on Cois Motion. 

Without a division the demand for the previous 
question was seconded, the previous question was 
carried; and the main question on the reconsidera- 
tion decided in the negative. 


Mi 
4 








— ene  —e oe 


Mi. CAMPBELL « caid this w was a 1 great national 
festival—the 8ih day of January. He therefore 
moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. TRIPLETT said he hoped that they would 
not adjourn fromthis very reason. 

[Cries of “Order,” “order.”’] 

Before the question of adjournment was taken— 

The SPEAKER said he had received certain 
Executive communications which he wished to 
present to the House. He then laid before the 
House a communication from the Secretary of 
War, transinilting, in obedience to law, a list of 
contracts made by the various branches of the 
War Department for the past year. 

Mr. STANLY asked if petitions were not in 
order? and hoped they would go on with petitions. 
He called the yeas and nays on the motion to ad- 
journ. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and, being 
taken, the question was decided in the affirmative 
as follows: Yeas 116, nays 80. 

The House then adjourned to Monday, at 12 
o’clock. 

Correction.—In our report of the proceedings 
of the House of the 7th instant, unintentional in- 
fustice was done to Mr. WELLER of Ohio, in rela- 
tion to certain petitions presented by him, and we 
hasten to remedy it, by publishing a correct state- 
ment of what took place on that occasion. 

Mr. WELLER presented several petiiions from 
a number of ladies of Butler county, Ohio, praying 
that the 21st rule of the House may be rescinded. 
Also, for the recognition of the independence of 
Hayti. He also presented sundry petitions from 
some of the legal voters of said county, containing 
the same prayer. He stated that as there was no 
appropriate committee to which the first petitions 

could be referred, he moved they lie on the table. 
Carried. The other petitions were referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. He also remarked 
ihat he had a number of other petilions which 
came within the rule of the House, and he would 
not, therefore, offer to present inem. 

ir. Cowen said he had several petitions of this 
kind, whieh, although he was unwilling to occupy 
the time of the House by the takiog of yeas and 
nays, he felt forced to present, to be disposed of as 
the House thought proper. He then presented a 
number of petitions, which were severally rejected 
or Jaid on the table. 

Mr. Sranty asked if it was in order to move a 
reconsideration of the vote by which the petitions 
presented by the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. WEL- 
LER] were laid on the table. He merely called the 
attention of the House to the faet that although the 
gentleman had voted for the adoption of the 21st 
rule, he yet felt himself bound to present Abolition 

etitions. 

Mr. WE Ere said he had presented no petitions 
which came within the rule of the House, but, on 
the contrary, he had expressly declined doing so. 
He had felt it his duty to present the petitions he 
had, notwithstanding he was unwilling to grant 
ihe prayer of the petiticners. He had always 
voted for the 21st rule, and he always expz2cted to. 
He believed his constituents were perfectly satisfied 
with his course; anc if so, he trosted the gentleman 
from Noria Carolina [Mr. Stanty] would not 
complain 

Mr. Sranty said he wished it might be remem- 
bered that gentlemen who bejenged to the Whig 
party, and were opposed to the 2lst rule, who pre- 
sented such petitions, were influenced by like con- 
siderations. 





IN SENATE, 
Monpsy, January 10, 1842 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Se- 
nate a report from the Navy Department, in com- 
pliance with the act of 20\h April, 1818, enclosing 
a list containing the names of the persons em- 
ployed as clerks in the Navy Department in 184], 
with the compensation of each. 

Also,a communication from the Seeretary of 
the Treasury, in answer to a resolution of the Se- 
nate of the 28th ult. communicating a statement 


of the imports and exports of gold and silver coin 
and bullion annually, and as far back as the Ie 
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eats of the Treasury ‘permitted ‘the same 
made up; also, the annual amount 
silver coinage in the mint and branch minis of the 
United States since the establishment of the mint; | 
aiso, the annual exportation of gold and siiver || 
coinage of the mint of the United States, with a 
jetter of recapitulation, showing the aggrega‘e un- || 
der each head. 
On motion of Mr. BENTON, ordered to lie on 
the table, and be printed. i] 
Also, acommunication from the War Depart- || 
ment, in answer to a resolution passed the Senate 
on the 3d instant, showing the present number of 
cadets in the Military Academy at West Point 
from each State and Territory of the Union, and 
from the District of Columbia; the regulation ex- 
isting in the War Department respecting the ap- 
portionment of cadets as to apportionment among | 
the several States; and the whole number of ap- | 
pointments, i] 
Oa motion of Mr. GRAHAM, ordered to lie on || 
| 








1 
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tt 





the table, and be printed. 

Also, a communication from the War Depart- 
ment, in compliance with the act of March 3, 18909, 
containing a statement of contracts made by the | 
various branches of that department, on behalf of 
the United States, during the year 1841. 

The PRESIDENT pro fem. laid before the Se- || 
nate a communication from the Secrstary of the || 
Treasury, in compliance with a resulution adopted || 
by the Sena’e on the 231 ultimo, at the instance of || 
Mr. Tappan. The communication eo sed the | 
annexed statement from the Register of the Trea- 
sury, with reference to which the Secretary holds 
the following language, viz: “ It is deemed proper 
to state that the amount ef Treasury notes ap 
pearing to be ou’standing on any particular day by 
ihe books of the Register, is based on the amoant 
issued and the amount received, which has finally 
passed the accounting oliicers. Tie statements an. 
nexed of the amounts outs'anding do not, therefore, 
include those redeemed, which were, at the dates 
specified, in the banus of the acceunting officers for 
settlement.” 

Statement of the publi 





lebt on the Bd of December, S41 





Treasury notes outstanding (A) - 7 $7,322 027 69 
Debt of the corporate cities of if 
Columbia, assumed by the Ur 1.440,000 00 
The (old) funded aud unfunded 
The funded debt— 
principal, $52,49 
Interest, 240,728 
— a t 
The unfunded debt— 
Registered certificates, $25 622 44 1} 
Treasury notes issued tt 
during the late war 4.47% ( || 
Mississippi certificates, 4,320 09 i| 
_-_ 35,417 53 
_ ——  $28681 13 \| 
Loan, per aet of 2ist July, 184} Amount sub- i] 
scribed © - - 5,577,476 88 |} 


$14.7 28,085 70 
Spaced Te 
(A.)—This amount is exclusive of notes received for duties |} 

and lands, subsequent to the 30th of September last, and not 

reported on for recordin this ortice by the accounting officer. 





1} 
Statement of the public debt on lhe 3d of March, 184i 1 
Treasury notes outstanding (B) - : - $6,607,361 54 | 
Debt of the corporate cities of the District of | 
Columbia, assumed by the United States . 1,440,000 00 
The (old) funded and unfunded debt, viz | 
The funded debt— | 
principal, $53,174 38 | 
interest, 243, 106 36 i] 
memes $296 250 1 
The unfunded debt— i 
Registered certificates, $26,622 44 | 
Treasury notes issued i| 
during the war, 4,475 00 ij 
Mississippi certificates, 4,320 09 : | 
—— wee e 
— 09S 97 | 
8.379.059 8] 
(B.)--This amount is exctusive of notes receiyed for duties 


and lands, subsequent to 3lst of December, 1840, whict | 
reported on for record on the 34 of March, L841, by the account. | 
ing officers. 
TREASURY DEPARTMBN 

Register’s Offic -e, December 28. 18 





T. L. SMITH, Registe: 1] 


On motion of Mr. TAPPAN, it was ordered 
lie on the table and be printed. 

Also, acommunication from the Treasury De- 
partment, in compliance wii ha resolution of the | 
Senate of the 3d of March last, comprisirg a state 1 
ment of the names of per:ons to whomn the saitine. i 


CONGRESSIONAL ¢ GL OBE 


0 be | ry land serip has been issued, on miiilary lan i War- 
of gold and || rants, &e. 


Tae PRESIDENT also read a letter from the 


Hon. Mr. Dixon of Rhode Island, stating that his 
health was such as to preclude his attenticn {0 the 
business of chairman of the Committee on i¢vo- 
lutionary Claims, and asking to be excass re- 
from. 

Mr. CLAYTON express d the hope that the 


wishes of the Senator might be complied with. At 
the same time, he desired that he might not be ap- 
poinied to the station, as his health was Uiterly in- 
adequate to the ta.k. Mr. C. spoke of the vast 
business before the commitiee, chiefly that wh 
had again and again been acted on by the Senate 
yet was every session renewed by Senator: moving 
to take the pape rs from the files and having them 
referred to the committce. He shonld feel it aduty 
to move for some change in the rules, by which 
of this nature should not be again brough 

before the committee after having been so reneat 
edly rejected, unless brought before them on a new 
petition from the person ccnecerne? 
he was aggrieved by the decision of the committee, 
and peinting cut the error of that decision. 

Phe question was taken, and Mr. Dixon was 
excused from serving on the committee. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memor 


ha Pp Ft . c ; . : SJ? 
the Board of ade of the city cf Philadelph 


business 





questing that the bankrupt law may be movified so 
as not to apply to any d bis here'ofore contra 
and, if this sh: uld not be cone, that the law be so 
amended that there may be no di 
unless the assets of the bankrupt can pay fifty per 
cent. in the dollar; and if this she uld not be effect- 
ed, that the law be a. d altogether. Referred 
to ‘the Judiciary Committe 

Mr. B. also presented ioe morial of the C ham- 
ber of Commerce of the city of Philadelphia 

a 


er neress to mz ie an appre priati 


scharge uncer it 


in Z 
bacil 


on to purchase 


the edifice occupied by the Bank 
States, for a custom:honse, an 
purchased for ha 
eypended for the erection of the 

New Yi rk. 

On motion of Mr. B. permission was given t 
withdraw from the files the papers of Col. Johnson 
of the Revolutionary army, for the purpose of lay 
ing the same before the Legislature of New York. 


doubt could be 





Numerous memorials were presented agaiust the 
postponement or repeal of the bankrupt act, by 
Messrs. MANGUM, CLAYTON, CLAY, 
WHITE, BATES, MILLER, MOREHEAD, 
BERRIEN, CHOATE, TALLMAPGE, HE N. 
DERSON, B N ron, PORTER, Y "OUNG, and 
SIMMONS, from citizens of New York city and 
Brooklyn. Refe rred to the Judiciary Commit'es 

Also, Mr. PRENTISS presented the memorial 
of DLA Fairchild and others, of the ciiy of New 
York, remonstra'ing against the repeal or any mo- 
dification of the bankrupt law. Mr. P. said. that 
to avoid any inference being drawn that his views 
of the Jaw had undergone any change, he woul! 
merely state that his opiniens in regard to it re- 
mained unaltered, and that he presented the me- 
morial in pursuance of a special request made io 
him 

Mr. WALKER presented a memorial from Nes 
York, adverse to the postponement or repea! of th: 
Bankrupt law. He remarked that the neon! 
his State were nct ent upon this subject. . 


Legislature ot his State, at the last session, had 
passed resolutions req juesting the Representatives, 
and instruct ne the Senators, to vote for that ja W, 
and these resolut sof instruction were <til] n 


repealed; and he was thus under jnstructio 
vote for a Bankrupt law, which he cons:dered tan- 
tamount to instruciions to vote against a re 
He shouild therefore feel himself f bound ta 
against its repeal, though he would not feel boun 
to vote against a proposition to amend, so 
make the law practicable, and at the same time 
operative on banking institutions. He was al- 
ways in favor of including the banks withia 

| provisions. He believed it was of the utmost im- 
portance to the country that these insiitutior 
should be included, to give the people a proper con 
trol over them, and thereby to relieve t'e country 
| from its present derangement of bu 


ress, and di: 


hughes 


oo - 
—~- Senate p> 


tress, and to restore healthy action to the currency 
andexchanges. This question was the great battle 
field on whick victory wes to be lost or gained, be- 


tween the | 


banks and the people. ‘Taere was no 








other power u r the Constitution whereby they 
could restore the currency or put these institutions 
} ! ' Y 
into liquid or prevent an issue of paper 
money, of one sO Important in res ating the ex- 
change What was called exchanges now, it 
-emed, was nothing more than the difference be- 
tween the price ¢ ep! ated and leemable 
paper and specie; which in Philadelphia differed 50 
per cent. in institutions on cone side of the street 
{0 1ese on the opp site side 

ret P ? 

The way to regulate this kind of exchanze was to 
Lei, ’ Roe sadt to ameiemina , ‘Denke 
drive the depreciated bank paper cut of circulation. 
If we p a | upt act, forcing inscivent institu- 





tions into liquidation, it woul 7 most effectually do 
it in every State of the Union. Uncer the present 
S‘'ate o1: (nings, if one Stat desires to restrain the 
circalatio l paper, and compel 
hanks to resume the payment of specie, a sister 











Sate can preve that desire ble end, by eeienniiin le- 
g slation there wes neoihing which 


could be done, unless it was done through the bank. 


rupt bill, to restore the currency. These institue 
tions have already whipped the State Legislatures 
tohumiliation anddegradation. Every thing that 
they have ask { tne Leg siatul they have not 
failed t receive. They have beea p ‘rmitted to 
remain, by legislative enactment, four yearsina 


ate of suspension. Elaving whipped the State 
Legislatures, they wished to see whe they can- 
1 acquiescence té their 
efore, vote against the re- 
peal, but wenld vote in favor of an amendment to 
include the banks. He believed it much easier to 
amend the existing law than to pass a supple- 
mentary law in an isolated form, to attain thatend. 

Mr. W. expressed much surprise to see the 
anks denovncing the retrospective operation of the 
law, and lecturing Congress on mora +, and the in- 
v'olability of contracts, in their petitions for the re- 
peal of the law, when he reflected that they do not 
pay their cebis, and at the same time the property 

se institutions is released 

from any lability by theit Siate chariers. It showed, 

however, strange vagarics of the human mind when 
yeraied or by : 'f-interest. 

Mr. M IREHEAD presented a memorial from 
400 to 10 ciuzens of Louisvil askisg that the 
Runions! law might be repealed. 

Mr. CHOAT 2 presented a petition, signed by 
fifiy merchants of Boston, praying that the Bank- 
rupt Jaw may go into operation without delay. 
Also, the resolutions of a large meetivg held in 
Boston, expressing a similar desire. 

Mr. BENTON presented numerou 
in faver of the postponement 
Bankrupt law. 


Mr. CLAY presented a petition numerous! 


not force Congress to yiel 
wishes. He should, the 
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of the ocKkhoicers of tf 
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nemorials 


and reneal of the 


)’ a y 

igned by plots navigating the waters of the Ohio 

and Mississippi rivers, praying that Congress may 
take inte 


? 
sing a law so that no person shall 
rh Vivery « ‘ 
rin the cuty of a miot, unles 


1, e:.d found cara- 


considerahion the prepriely of giving them 


previously examined by a boar 





45 at 4 5 , 
ble. The memorialis attizbute the most cf the 
disasters «cn those rivers to the incomnet ney of 
p Vi e lit was a subject of vast inte- 
rest { v ‘ ; pi r pre perilled 
Le uenee of the evil complained cf. He 
hone ther e, the Comi eon Commerce (to 
t th Y mor > t red) vd 21 t' 
uowct tt ce { ¢ i 

At, TTT a 1 ¢ { 4 Qtions of 
eh Siate ¢ Vin . nearning La baste af 
the tate « | 2 “at” { \g aif Cucn OF 
lands in len ¢ h ixteenth sertion, eranted to 
that Sate 0] ( : Com- 
mitice Lua . 

Mr. PERRIEN presented a memorial from eiti- 
Zens Oi Gr Sia, praying ior the erection of a fort 
5 Giekee sole ok tae n 

n ihat State: refers to > Committee on Mili- 

a Ml » 

a y Ah be 

Vir BAR ? i ol th wv ~ia] . 

Mir. <ROW presented the memorial of the 
ce n ; 
New Orleans Railroad Company, praying that Con- 

. } y } » ? ot ’ y , 4 > 

gress Will release that Compaay from a judgment 


obtaiaed in the District Court of Louisiana, for 


abe 


& 


~ye 
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nn 


certain duties on raiJroad iron imported: 
the Committee on Finance. 

oa TALL M ana . pre ented the petition of the 
heirs of —— LI, m, for a commutation of 
five eons fuil pay: referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. 


Mr. BAYARD presented the petition of the 

; Washington Manual Labor School, preying that 
‘ an act may be passed by Congress for iis inecorpo- 
ration: referred to the Committee on the District 


of Columbia. 
Also, the resolution 

laware, pz 

rence to the clair of citizens of the Onit 

on account of nach poliations prior to 1800 

He remarked that he would have presented these 





} lu 

; resolutions at the extra session, had not the bu: 
ness then transac'ed been devoted to snbj-cts of a 
peculiar character. As numerons reports had been 
made, and several bilis passed, in favor of 
claimants, he trusted ihat, for the sake of justice, 
this subject might receive due attention on the part 


the Senate. 
Mr. PORTER presented the petition of a nuin- 





} } 
ber of citiztns of Washtenaw county, sigan, 
praying for the abolition of slavery in Florida; and 
a petition praying for the abolition of all laws au- 
thorizing the buying and ing of slav in the 
District of Columbia. 

On the motion of Mr. MERRICK, the eucs'ion 


of reception was laid upon the table. 
Mr. CALHOUN ubmitted, for the consideration 


of the Senate, the following resolution, vi 
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Mr. GRAHAM introduced a bill to carry 
effect two resolutions of the Continental C : 
providing for the erection of monuments to the 
memory of Generals Francis Nash and William 
Davis; which was re; 1 first and s-cond time, 

: and referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
The following engrossed re taken 1 


verally read the third time, and passed, viz: 
The bill for the relief of the hei 














i vv 
tibone. 
The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
; of Aaron Vai!, cece: ‘ is ate consul at L/Orie 

The bill to provide for the payment to the Srate 
of Louisiana of the balance due said Slate for 
penditures incurred in , equipping, ai Ly 
ing elf areeiment ci v hnieer mMmiliita mustered 
into the service of the United States, and emnloved 
in the Florida war in the year 1836 

The bill for the relie certain compa of 
Missouri unteer Lomi ed by Canta 
Stevenson, Pollard, Sconce, Aichison, and Craw- 
ford. 

The bill to authorize the payment of equitable 
commissions to the agents or atlorneys of persons 
in whose favor awards have been made under feur 
several treaties between the United States and eer- 
tain foreign powers; which awards i been re- 
tained in the Treasury, ia payment of debts cue 
the U ni ic dq States. 

The bill to authorize the inhabitants « 

eight no! h, OL range ithiriv-tw west, in the s ¢ 
of Arkansas, ene) ection of | i in lieu 
the sixteenth section in said town-hip, upon « 
tion that the so arr ihe § 

; ordinary purposes, 

The bill creat'ng a new Jand rict in the Sta 
of Missouri, and changing the | lar f th 
Western and Southwestern land distric i 
State. 

PROPOSED BUARD OF EXCHEQUER 

The unfinished business | called for r 

special order of the day— 

Mr. EVANS said that the subject which had 
been under consideration fi nany days was s 
difficul’, and had givenrise to so much discussion 
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with apprehension. He had even doubted the 
r e he ¢ 1 ask him 
vith able ‘ lanswer, what 
lwa ‘4 ea 
All agreed that som ng uld t done to re- 
medy and rectify the: ] t state of things. In 
reference to tke : tar { ore the Senate, 
v ) if all, there we ‘ yersity of opinion 
There was a r e, that either 
In? sronia | yne, t 1 Rould yeturn 
to the Independent Trea-ury. A for what pur- 
nose? FY rthe sa n¢ > money? 
They did not say that much 5 could come of 
this, but they r i he public mo 
a WY] it! We 
ney from the with s 2 
views ast had f comprom) io 
i ke, heca rey } i i 1 pov r 
: TT 
ub r the ; Pp c af 
bn , ur } ue 
tional to Y y ‘x ( nent 
with the 1 (O De a 
r to } t ! ecu 
inte Col ce, ( e { . and to 10 
. 
2 Cc ! ( ine : I a vel. 
fare > Va" € 
by at vi 1 prevente 
me 
u from y bi » tor from New 
Hampshire [Mi i vy] had given much 
good adv } rema ence to reorm 
and economy: but wen L se h more than 
this—the ac a 1° 40 
veroment, I y In nce 
to ine pla > 12 f propriety 
and pn ( f e denun- 
ciation ) of t 
nate. Ite ci measure, al 
we 
-_ if We ‘ o 
y x 
¥ A. 
ed A 
onyet ¢ ' ely cl able 
Tr , , , j 
i is i 0 p € 
, ! 
ou 1 in 
ty t } } ? > 
j ! >, and, 
; 
} » they pe gel n, 
? er t + 
t Y 5 woe im- 
agina n u . ¥ . ) upon the 
pian, and of th contradic Like 
ail suen asures,n rst< >of any, it met 
with all the objection whi ( be devised. One 
gentleman thouch tthat it would not continue in 
force for three months, anther, that it had teo 
much pow sand then that it had not power enough 
1 } r ~ 
to accomplish what \ ! Ine Senator 
~AY Lia | a fee war y ne 
fiom New Ha ‘ e,. 1d ¥t DBURY ] said 
that it wou'd not ne nimore than one-fifth of the 
exchange ot ( ? la an objection 
ton that g ' ng mt atleast to 
th Amount 7 al ¢ Titute cS itm ht 
do this at ’ : 
Mr. Eva 1 { eme had beer 
: 
mic ¢ é . ‘ ne }is 
anticipated, = rth ould do by 
its pr ‘ There oO - i bad in it. 
Co ! n er i ¢ { ithe ¢ } 
jects which we all desi : ns } Te n 
of Congr oO improve i, it meri’ed the gravest 
con ralion Hi ed man 
( wr Ben { oO } Cc 
accomplish { se objec P accom- 
pi h a } y the { al i wr; iment, they we uld 
not b fie would examine 
this t } hat r fori 
‘ eP ( Hle had 
h'sapn ! { i LW that it 
\ ¥ ’ , , ne Y= 
‘ r makings 
¢ ) i 1 Some- 
, 1 
- { i ion Wwe 
Col na \ ul a oO feeili- 
j na n-stic, of the 
C ry N ial I t the establish- 
ment of such an nuattaima- 
ble at the present time, and it was, therefore, a 
waste of time and breath to recommend it. 
Mr. Evans now proposed to show that it was 


— a 
the duty of the Government to foster the currency, 
The objections to the plan before the Senate were, 
that it was a preat Government bank, that 
ii was dangerous to our liberty and our insti- 
tutions. It was undoubtedly very desirable to 
re-train and control Exec power over the 
finances of the Government. But the same objec- 
tions were advance in relation to any inst 
over which the Government had control. The same 

rguments we te to the Fseal Co'poration and 
the Fiseal "te titution of the extra ses:ion. Go- 
vernment money could be kepi nowhere where 
there was not Government conirol. Power and 
control must be held by the Government, as we 
contended, not only over the funds of the Govern. 
ment, but over the currency of the country in a 
great measure. The best mode of doing this was 
in an institution wheie the public and private inte. 


rests were unlied. 


utive 


tution 


re mat 


This was the best me 
troiling the public finances. 
be cone, the duty was no less binding to do some- 
thing. All that could be said of a Bank, a Sub- 
Treasury, or any cor they were 


ode of con- 
But if this could not 


ration, was, that 
human institutions, and capable of being pervert- 
ed. In the Exchequer plan, the Board of Control 
had been condemned. What plan could we have 
but a Board of Control? Wood, and iron, and 
screws could do nothing; somebody must control 
all all these. We could guard, check, govern, as 
best we mig ht, but a must do much. We 
must run risks in all boman affairs. We must 
confide powers i. men. If we did not, we should 
be likely to stand something longer than the Capi- 
tol itself. Every thing human was liable to abuse; 
but what then? Should we do nothing? Our Go- 
vernment was founded on trust and confidence. 
fits charm was seli-government; and if we took this 
scheme or any other, we must take it with a'l ha- 


zards. 


I wa aid to t a nh) n ef tne purse and the 
sword, Phis was rather theoretie: an practical. 
It originally meant in ogland the power of taxa- 


Lon, 





n connection with the power of making war, 
of erms, aad the like control in matters of war. 
The objections the adoption 
of the Constitution, when the principle of raising 
revenue was discussed. The President here had 
no power over the purse What he did must be 
done by authority of Jaw. So ofthe sword. The 
President had no power to declare war; that was 
the power of Congress, and afier war was declared 
he was then the commander in chief. ‘Duere might 
be an abuse of this p wer, as there was when the 

‘reasury was controiled illegally, unjustifiably. 
This, we argued then, and believe now, was acon- 
trol of the purse and the sword, 


in this country Were at 


Power of some sort (said Mr. E.) must exist. 
We might and should consider its liability to 
ahr 


abuse. This was proper, but it was not right to 
argue against the existence of power, because of 


its liability to abuse. He did not think that this 
abuse, though very great, was liable to so much 
He would not so fer discredit the Govern- 
ment as to suppose that these whom the peopie 
chose to superintend their interests would commit 
those abuses. He did not believe they would con- 
trol this money, so that it would be squandered 
upon politicians. 


abuse. 


Aeain, it cou! that the plan pro 
1 


vosed would be likely to admit of thost se. abuses 
now, or for some years to come, because the Trea- 
sury was not in a condition to admit of them. 
Money, for a long time yet, would go ont of the 
Treasury, and for le gitimate purposes, as fast-as it 
camein. You the power of issuing fifteen 
millions of dollars in Treasuiy notcs under the 
Lill, and the power also of receiving fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars on deposite, by paying one-half of 
one per cent. This last power he considered would 
become quite nugato - Men would not deposite 
money upon such terms; paying half of one per 
cent. for their anaes. oan paying the money in 
epecie, and receiving only certificates of deposite, 
eceivable for public dues. If they 


d not be urged 
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and these not r 


were received for public dues, be could understand 
that a molive would be presented to the depositor 
but not 
The institution would receive no benefit 


sufficiently strong to make him interested; 
without, 
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from such deposite:; and if it could, nobody would 
deposite money upon the terms proposed. . 

In regard to the issues proposed in the bill, Mr. 
E. said this must be a matier of internal adminis- 
tration on the pari of the institution. This would 
prevent the evils poinied out by the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, [Mr. Bucuanan.] The Board of 
Control sould make their issues where they would 
largely favor the trade of the country, without at 
all hazarding the institution itself. We could not 
see the evils mentioned by Senators from the South 
and Southwest. The Senator from Louisiana [Mr. 
Barrow] said there was a power in the proposed 
Exchequer sufficient to crush the banks. The dif- 
ficulty in his mind, was rather that the banks would 
have more power than the iustitution. There could 
be no such evil as this. The power was limited, 
as to time, to thirty days, and all the powers were 
to be reguiated and guarded. 

Again: it was said that this Board might sella 
bill of exchange for twelve months. Well, who 
would do this? What motive would they have? No 
inducement, certainly, particularly when the effect 
would be to give the Government the control of the 
money for twelve months without interest. All 
these matters must be left to a Board of Control, to 
be appointed by the Senate of the United States, 
and to be a matter of daily and hourly cxamina- 
tion. 

But Mr. E. desired, as he said, not so much to 
show the feasibility of this plan, as to show thatit 
was not liable to the objections named, or, if it was 
liable, that the same objections might be used 
against any institution. 

~The Senator from New Hampshire [Mr. Woon- 
BURY] objected to the issue of Treasury notes, unless 
ia the form of borrowing money. They had been 
recommended to us by high authority as a currency, 
and at atime not unlike the present-——by President 
Madison. After the conclusion of the war, Mr. Ma- 
dison said that it was true that the condition of 
the National Treasury was such that the burdens 
of taxation should be alleviated, and by the esta- 
blishment of a uniform currency. If this, he said, 
could not be done in the form of State banks, it 
devolved upon Congress to provide a substitute. 
If this could not be done by State banks, or by a 
National Bank, it became a matter of inquiry upon 
motives of genera! policy, if the notes of the Ge- 
neral Government should not be issued asa circu- 
lating medium. Congress, acting upon the sugges- 
tions of Mr. Madison, established a Bank. The next 
year, ‘‘for the interests cf the nation at large,” it 
was said by Mr. Madison to be the duty of Go. 
vernment for the sake o: the commvniiy, to esta 
blish a sound currency. Tne Constitution, ie 
said, also had trusted Congress exclusively with the 
power of creatine this for the people. 
We had, then, ths inducement now, (said Mr. E ) 
and the additional one of knowing that the Trea- 
sury of the Government was bankrupt. The true 
spirit and patriotic wisdom of the then President 
pointed out this duty, and it was not vntil 1837 that 
ihe doctrine was advanced that the Government 
could do nothing for the currency or the people 
We were told sudden!y, when the echo of a sound 
currency talked of had not passed from our ears, 
that the Government mst be separated from the 
people in its financial relations. Mr. E. contended 
that we were bound to do something. If one 
scheme would not do, we must try another. We 
must not cease action, either, under the idea that 
risks were hazarded. We were bound also to do 
something at this time, by this Government, even, 
if necessary, to the creation of acurrency. What 
did we see around us?’ The destruction of public 
credi', the inability of the Government to borrow 
money, and, as he fesred, even the depreciation of 
Treasury noles. How was it during the Jast war? 
Treasury notes were depreciated twenty per cent. 
But this was the best thing that could be done in 
the exigencies of the case. 

Who could tell what would be the effects of re- 
pudiation in the States? The act was watched by 
capitalists at home and abroad, as every act was 
here. Not the want of means, but the want of a 
disposition to apply our means, had impaired our 
credit here. What had led to the decline of State 
stocks, but the conviction which seized the public 
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mind that no Government institution was to be 
established? The two messages of the President, 
returning the two fiscal bills passed bv Congress, 
had done much to accomplish this. The people 
abroad and at home, observing that we were con- 
tinually combating this question of the currency, 
were alarmed. The Treasury had sufiered from 
this; and what was that condition? Precisely the 
picture presented now was the picture presented 
for four successive years. The same tale had been 
told that our expeuditures exceeded our receipts. 
Before, however, there had been reserved funds to 
meet these deficiencies. We had been for years 
expending more than we received, and this, in one 
word, was the entire difficulty. 

The honorable Senator from New Hampshire 
[Mr. Woopsury] contended that the expenses 
might have been met for the last year by a proper 
economy on the part of the Government. This 
could not be done, as Mr. Evans made manifest by 
a brief reference to the expenditures and receipts. 
The Secretary computed the means of the year to 
be equal to the expenditures. The actual means 
were, in revenues, $16,472,000, and in a balance 
on hand, $987,000. These, and some other re- 
sources, made the actual receipts $18,199 000, from 
all sources whatever. The expenses were $24,000,- 
000, and this left a deficiency of six millions of 
dollars. Five millions in Treasury notes were re- 
commended, and this left a million deficiency, and 
the Secretary had teld us that two millions should 
always be left inthe Treasury; this left a deficiency 
of three millions; and how would the Senator have 
supplied this by bringing more lands into the mar- 
ket? He knew but little of this, but he should like 
to ask if there were any demands for land which 
were not supplied. And were, then, the Treasury 
embarrassments owing to the extra session of Con- 
gress? He thought not. But one million and three 
quarters of the money appropriated at the extra ses- 
sion had been taken from the Treasury. 

Besides, by the Jaws of the extra session of Con- 
gress, the Treasury had been saved from great de- 
p'etion in the form of drawbacks, and bv the im- 
position of duties in a new revenue bill. The 
amount drawn from the Treasury was not more 
than one miilion beyond the additional receipts 
placed there by the acts of the extra session of 
Congress. And who, said Mr. EF. would say aught 
against those appropriations. Many of the bills 
had passed unanimously,and all were for great 
and good objects. Yet some gentlemen, who were 
extremely eloquent here about difficulties with fo- 
reign nations, were found calling the Government 
to account for its expenditures, sometimes where 
they had voted forthem. The receipts coming into 
the Trezsury for some years to come, Mr. E. 
thought, could not be estimated at more than 
$18,000,000; and was there, he asked, any reason 
to suppose that we should be able to make an im- 
poriation of $120,000,000—the amount which, 
atier June next, under the compromise law, would 
be required to place this amount in the Treasury 
Even such an importation would not be safe f 
the bus ness of the country, for the reas 


nat our 
exports ani imports shoald be made to spond 
as nearly as possible. Ouraverage expor alion for 


some years past was about $103,500,000. We 


could import about $120.000,000 without a drain 
of specie, because American shipping was em- 
ployed in foreign commerce to the amount of 
about twenty-e.ght millions, and this returned to 
the country in the shape of foreign importations. 
Our exports, Mr. E. thought, were likely to fall 
short for the coming year. The stock of co‘ton 
was large last year, and the quantity on hand was 
large. The decline of one penny a pound would 
be $12,000,000 and this would affect the revenue 
very considerably. 

If then there was an importation for the few com- 
ing years equal to $18 000,000, he feared it would 
lead to an exportation of specie. In this state of 
things, as in every other aspect, we saw a pressing 
necessity todo something. Besides, State stocls 
owned abroad were coming back to our Govern- 


ment, and to be sold for what they would bring. 
Fiftv millions ef these would probably be brought 
back ihe present year, and these, sold at even 25 
per cent. would have great effect upon the reve- 


nues of the country. There was imminent danger, 
therefore, unless something was done. But, not. 
withstanding all this, we have been standing here 
discussing abstract principles of Government, in- 
stead of exerting ourselves to relieve the people. 
This ought not to be a subject of party dissensions, 
and it should be one on whieh we could and should 
sacrifice all personal feelings. We were launched 
inacommon bark, and the ship of state was in 
danger. For one, said Mr. E. I shali give my ate 
tention to this subject independent of any party 
considerations; not because it will help the Ad- 
ministration, tor I know not that I owe any thing 
to that, but because I hope to draw from it some« 
thing which will establish a sound and uniform cur- 
rency, and relieve the people. Nor doI oppose 
or support this plan because of its origin. I regard 
it independent of any such claims or considera- 
tions. It becomes us to make an effort for some 
institution, the best we can get, in order to obtain 
anything. The compromise act, which we looked 
upon almost as sacred as the Constitution itself, 
was a matier of concession. We must give up 
points of minor character; and, while he would 
call upon no one to surrender constitutional seru- 
ples—to abandon their ground—to many present 
there were no such scruples, none in the way of 
rejiel. 

Nobody supposed the Sub-Freasury system 
would be now revived, or the deposite bank sys- 
tem, ora National Bank, be established. What, 
then, should we do? For one, he should not de- 
nounce a plan which came to accomplish the ob- 
jects whieh were obvious in this plan. He saw 
there an honest purpose to accomplish a great good, 
and he would try to adopt the goed and to shun the 
evil. No scheme could be devised so perfect that 
it would not be liable to cbjections. He would 
take the best cood he could getesthe pest to save the 
And 
if, said Mr. Evans, we would disrezard men and 
look at the plan before us in this light, good sense 
and patriotism, wisdom and public virtue, would 
soon lead us to find in it the genius of something 

I}. If this could not be done, he 


country—the bestin the present emergency. 


beneficial to all. 
should think this Government of ours affurded far 
less securily to public virtue and public liberty than 
he had hitherto regarded it did. But if we would 
look to the Government with this single and sole 
purpose, we might be able to accomplish the good 
desired. 

Mr. WOODBURY said he rose merely to cor- 
rect one or two errors of fact into which the Sena- 
tor from Maine had inadvertently, it was pre- 
sumed, fallen. 

The iands had yielded near-one and a half mil- 
lions, without the u-ual public adveriicement and 
sales since the 4th of March last. The gentleman 
thinks there is no fact to show that much more 
would have been realize? from them if advertise- 
ments had been made. But he forgets thatif new 
and large tracts had been advertised, all the pre- 
emption claimants on the tracts offered wonld have 
becn obliged to pay for them, and all the new emi- 
lave now goneto old speculators and 
reir selected tracts, could have made ¢ge- 

stions on the new tracts,and ibns from one to 

wo millions more have probably been received 
from the sale of lands. 

The Senator errs also in his data as to expenses 
connecied with ihe redemption of Treasury notes, 
and adds to the realexpenses of the year on ac- 
count of the redemption of Treasury notes, one or 
two millions, which are only nominal; because 
they are expenses caused by redeeming old with 
new notes, and then again those new ones with 
others, within the year. This, of ccurse, 
nothing, and makes no real eddition to 
burdens of the year, though it swells them tech- 
nically on the He and many 
others, would escape confusion and error by keep- 
ing the expenses incurred for ordinary objects en- 
tirely separate from the Treasury notes. They 
will then find, that had these expenses been but 
twenty millions in 1841, and had the dues from 
banks been collected, and lands advertised as usual, 
every dollar would probably have been paid 
within 1841, and no addition made to the amount 
of Treasury notes out on the fourth of March Jast, 
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Another material error 


Senator, wa to suppose that 


F the tariff! made a e extra 
been receiy in i541 4 
in 1841 by the new a 
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instead of one or 
would fall due and | 
none. 

At this moment M 
sire tO say met! 
passed from the & ale. ¥¥ 
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0 7th of July last Mr. Firtmore, from the Committee 
Waysand Meaas, reported a bill making appropriations for 
v ruhications ar other purposes, which bill was read 
i and v { am 1 mad vy the eentlieman 
whoreported that bil to ¢ mit the same toa Committee of 
Whole Ilo on the state of e Union. Mr. ATHERTON 
eupot ved 10 an t mo to commit, by adding 
with ruc to rej ta provis hat the proceeds of he 
fthe pr ¢ lands shall be appropriated and applied to 
é e ot the ry ! ( ; ot the works spe 
itiedi t i ! I ] ippropriate 
irl 1 said wor e pleted 
yotion was ruledt ~aker to yutof or 
er it Hk { re p ed the 
ippropri the pr f put la 
t reby determined in whatn h weeds of the 
public ids should ! ed of, and that it was 
1 ra ip! » prope a 
] ) i Fro 1 decision of the 
Speaker Mr. ATHERTON appealed, and the appeal was laid upon 
t table by a v » of ayes 10s, nays 77. The decision was 
! f 1 v tl Hi i must, until reversed 
be regardeda iw ota ilar questions. The Chaircon 
iders that dec As Cont ive of the question here, and the 
Chair « at y lisiegard a ce ion thus sar 
] 
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iccording to his own ar iry views. A just deference 
im tO Zive to 


precedent its proper influence; and util the House shall re 





vi em, to give thei all the consideration which é 
1 sole dle n of the Ho 
Wi. McKisoN i he decision of the ¢ In 
OF} j tnere W n " lity belw i Oo 





five millions ot es to meet the immediate necessities of the 

G a vas | proy on ci ined in the 

l I Any 1 j t No l Was tO pro- 

wa anil t tes contem- 

plated by t i I ibjects Were so nearly allied, that he 
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rred to a pre 
ted the fortifica- 
bi o deposite with the States the surplus that would be 
! f ) nsuing; and if 
“ha I ision ¢ i be inserted In an appropriatior 





i gure a Treasury t Nght conta! provisior 

A CLIFFORD M v he probability was 

I » Of \ sistained by the House 

und tha th th ould t sa W ' have the effect to 
eats ee ‘ ; 

! Mi NOOW InUmMg 2 MICht be the case, 
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wi f ( t etos ul he decision of the 
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h ing provision for ol the ] 

ting that the proces e sales of the public lands shali 
ippropriated for 0 in view. It was precisely the 
same thing that Was inte ed by the present amendment, wit 
his difference only 1. now If Was necessary to repeal an ex- 

i nz iaw, and then ho Liw s<cin the Way of the provision 
But the House would bear mind that the repeat of the law 
was not the subject of amendment, it was only the inci- 
dent The subject wa yrovide a fund for tk : redempti mn of 
the notes that might be Iss l under the bill, and the suspension 
( repeal of the Jaw was only cicdental t hat obj ct Ile un- 


} t 1+} ~} 
det 


erstood e cnairmar 





1 5 it would be in order to incor- 
wate in the bill a provision for the fund that was to meet the 
otes to be issued, : } at he iMr, C sweep 
amendment was 

( h the sound and 

holesome docti > lard dow i by Mr. Jetlers nh years ago, that 
Congress shou t { 








Treasury 
i fund for their redem; 
" Anxi is he W to sustain the crecit of the Govern- 
wide for the necessities of the Treasury, he did 
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not see how he could, con tly with his views of the Consti 
yn, vote for this bill without some prov ) imilar to that 
une in the ame 1 tof the ntle from Ohio. He 
regre J much that the ¢ ir had cometo the decision that he 


ha i Ii seeme ! ithe rule ie Chair relied oa,did 
y to the prese dy nm. The question was, whether, in 
horizing an issue of Treasury notes, they might provide a 
if iT en i j , uld not do itin the way 





In or 1 have no { ) J 
\ ye wo i I 
i the 1 
romise act as directs a diminut of duties from this time 
' led uni me requent time, and thatso much 
8 ’ I asury from that 





if ie redemption of Trea 


Mr. HOLMES 1 to be ir ler, bi 
1 vor i mi nece { the 
; try—the Ciseraceful | lon which the I States 
| SI that the immediate 

i { 8 W isp able. 
Some fur r remarks were made by Messrs. GORDON 


and CHARLES BROWN, against the decisi of the Chair, 
nd by Messrs. RURNELL, JOHNSON of Maryland, and 
LEWIS WILLIAMS, in favor of it 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia rose merely for the purpose of mak 

g a few brief remarks touching the subject before the House, 
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